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Metaphysics and the Concept of “Ziran” in the Laoz:i

—Focusing on the Peking U. Bamboo Manuscript

IKEDA Tomohisa

In July of 2013 I gave a lecture at Kansai University, this paper is the original draft
of that lecture.December of 2012 saw the release of the Han bamboo-manuscript Laoz:
which Beijing University had long held in its collection: for the third time since the
discoveries of the Han Dynasty Mawangdu: silk manuscripts and the Chx Kingdom
Guodian bamboo manuscripts, the Laoz: was once again the focus of renewed attention.

The following paper, while not failing to reference the Guodian, Mawangdu:, and
received (i.e., the Wang Bi) versions when appropriate, will primarily focus on the
Beijing University Laoz:. Straddling the fields of politics and philosophy, I will attempt to
shed some light on a fundamental issue in the Laoz:i: namely, the intertwining of
metaphysics (i.e., ideas on government and centralized authority) and the concept of
“ziran” (i.e., the extremely close relationship between government and the freedom and
independence of the “Hundred Families”).
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