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Philosophical Belief: Jaspers’s Understanding of Buddhism

LI Xuetao

The Existenz-philosopher Karl Jaspers, who criticizes Revealed religion, believes
that Christian understanding of revelation is too specific. Therefore, he always reminds
others of his identity as a philosopher as if he wants to make a clean break with
Theology. Jaspers uses “existence” (Existenz) instead of Christian “soul” (Seele),
“transcendence” (Transzendenz) instead of Christian “God” (Gott), in order to illustrate
that philosophy and Christian theology are different. On this basis, “Philosophical belief”
(philosophischer Glaube) emphasized by Jaspers is the pursuit of transcendent
existence. By studying Buddhism (Buddha and Nagarjuna), Jaspers seems to find the
rational belief he has pursued-Buddhism. This paper explores the relationship between
Jaspers's philosophy and Buddhism and believes that the research on “Buddha” and “Na
garjuna” of Jaspers, who is an existential philosopher, is actually the interpretation of his
own existential philosophy. Conversely, Buddhist thought must have enriched and
deepened Jaspers’s understanding of basic concepts, such as “Encompassing”, “Being”
and so on.
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19374E LAJE HEST TUR S T AT ST TESCAL, XXX AL 40 B2 T2 M AE I F KR YR — 28
SR, TE R ENEE MR WX E ROFRRN bR T BN S % R, H—HEEX—HRFHNE
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5) Karl Jaspers, Was ist Philosophie? Ein Lesebuch. Minchen, Zurich: Piper Verlag. 1997. 2. Aufl. S. 395,

6) Werner SchuBler, Jaspers zur Einfahrung, Hamburg: Junius, 1995. S. 8.
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BRIV, ERERBETRE, RESERBEMEANL, UREZHda4, #MHEMHTL—ZH,
HRTEK. k4. NMERFTEELIRTEAK “BRKEEITE", IR S EE DT Sk % Wit
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HREZREZ . HEERRUEREINRERE, AMITLURELRIR . REETOBHREE
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LA S MRARPIARM B MFTE, SR HREEBHRUEMTD, BLEBEEENHE, THRE
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16) Karl Jaspers, Was ist Philosophie? Ein Lesebuch. Miinchen, Zurich: Piper Verlag. 1997. 2. Aufl. S. 50.
17> Ibid, S. 117.
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18) Ibid. S. 391.

19) Ibid. S. 391-392.
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o HEERBSOFECCAEM L2 R, WER—MRIRZE, —F SR, SRS E LM EFARX
MM IE. PREERFEEREE S TNARLNES BT LS, EHUERRNEER, kit
XELARAE T T L2 0 BRI T (it B COTBRBOE A E R R — R BAE, MALE
RS R . “FEFIRTEEABIITT, AR ARV MR AERODE. LEEEEMEE L, 5iRt
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(7. Aufl. 1983). S. 262.

33) LR REH, BREMER (FEEN), W22-230.

34) Karl Jaspers, Was ist Philosophie? Ein Lesebuch. Miinchen, Zrich: Piper Verlag. 1997. 2. Aufl. S. 46.

35) Hans Saner, Jaspers, Reinbek bei Hamburg: Rowohlt. 10. Aufl. 1996, S.85.

36> Karl Jaspers, Philosophie. Band 1, Berlin 1956. S. 15.
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ATHERDEM, RRdh FR WEEI T TERD.” XEOERREERRT GRS ER
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37) Karl Jaspers, Vernunft und Existenz, Funf Vorlesungen. Gréningen: J.B.Welters, 1935. S. 52-53.
38) Hans Saner, Jaspers, Reinbek bei Hamburg: Rowohlt. 10. Aufl. 1996. S.87.
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