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The Works of Nicyosai and Artistic Modification and Interaction
in East Asian Arts

—An approach to the History of Art in East Asia
by a Comparison of Caricatures—

NAKATANI Nobuo

This paper discusses artistic modification and the cultural relationship of the
traditional Japanese style of paintings compared with those of the East Asian world
including China by presenting, as an example, some humorous pictures (called “Giga” in
Japanese) drawn by Nicyosai, who was known as one of the leading caricature artists
during the Edo period. China, however, has hardly any humorous paintings such as
caricatures, and no comparison of Giga with Chinese paintings can be given here. In
other words, this study sheds light on a new aspect of arts reflecting the characteristics
of Japanese paintings within the framework of East Asian arts, and the author discusses
some specific problems of art history entailing a two-way approach of works-oriented and
method-oriented approaches. The author also reviews works by Nicyosai and evaluates
such works to examine if the caricatures drawn by Nicyosai are truly the traditional
Japanese style of paintings.
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