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Paulownia and Phoenixes by Kano Tan’yu and the spread of
the phoenix pattern

ISHIDA Tomoko

In this essay, [ consider about the meaning of the works of the Kano school
painters in the Edo period who repeatedly used the same motifs, compositions, patterns
and designs as the older paintings’ through analyses of Pawlownia and Phoenixes of
Kano Tan’yt and the related works. Phoenix, though it had been regarded as Buddhist
subject in Japan when it had been introduced from China, was regarded as the symbol of
the good statesman in the end of the Muromachi period and the Momoyama period, and
the Kano school painters worked on many paintings of Paulownia and Phoenixes.
Paulownia and Phoenixes of Kand Tan'ya had more Confucianism meanings because of
five Phoenixes. Moreover the painters of Kobikichdé Kano School in the Edo period gave
this subject the authority by making the similar paintings repeatedly; meanwhile,
Tachibana Morikuni who had studied in the Kang school published a book which carried
the same pattern of Phoenix painted by Tan’ya. Finally, the same pattern of Phoenix
appeared in Ukiyoe paintings.
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