WHARIZBIT B HEERO H ARG IZoWT
mo M B

The Exportation of Chinese Varnish to Japan in the Late Qing Period

FENG Heyang

The damp and mild climate of East Asia provides the ideal environment for
varnish trees, and it is no surprise that the art of lacquer originated in this region.
Chinese and Japanese lacquer work represent the highest level of this art; however, when
focusing on the interaction of lacquer technique between China and Japan, the role
varnish played should not be ignored.

Japan is famous for its lacquer work. From the Edo period, the Japanese varnish
merchants actively sought Chinese varnish from the Chinese merchants trading in
Nagasaki. With the expansion of the Japanese lacquer industry during Meiji period, the
demand for varnish became increasingly urgent, a result of which was the importance
attached to the importation of Chinese varnish by the Japanese lacquer industry.
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1869 38.50 4,287.66 — 4,326.16
1870 12.92 5,148.82 — 5,161.74
1871 — 5,648.78 — 5,648.78
1872 — 6,079.00 — 6,079.00
1873 — 6,465.40 —_— 6,465.40
1874 —_— 4,706.00 —_— 4.,706.00
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6) wiiE [EEESCHEE ], 11339H,
7) 32131869 - 18974E D A F1) AFHHEIE 1A ST 4 HEHERIREERIC £ 0 VERL L 726

451



W7 VT AR 5545

1878 — 5,796.51 — 5,796.51
1879 — 6,488.18 E— 6,488.18
1880 E— 6,150.31 — 6,150.31
1881 E— 7,663.97 — 7,663.97
1882 — — — —
1883 — 7,267.00 — 7,267.00
1884 2,112.00 6,261.91 — 8,373.91
1885 3,013.00 7,299.00 — 10,312.00
1886 3,120.00 7,203.00 — 10,323.00
1887 2,792.00 7,435.00 — 10,227.00
1888 3,216.00 — 170.00 3,386.00
1889 3,114.00 7562.18 578.26 11,254.26
1890 — 9,075.08 1,290.03 10,365.11
1891 — 9892.24 1,535.00 11,427.24
1892 — 10,557.26 1,260.00 11,817.26
1893 — 10,190.26 1,172.00 11,362.26
1894 — — 1,177.00 1,177.00
1895 — E— 1,486.00 1,486.00
1896 — 14,580.00 1,325.00 15,905.00
1897 — 15,227.00 E— 15,227.00
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It (varnish) comes from the provinces of Yun-nan, Kuei-chow, Sin-chuan, and Shensi, and is
shipped on board steamers at I-chang and Hankow, being conveyed there in wheelbarrows to

save time, freshness being of importance. After being kept for a year, it becomes so liquid as

to be useless for varnishing purposes, and will not dry?®
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