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Hu Shih’s study on Buddhism

LI Xuetao

After his return from studying abroad, Hu Shih reduced the American philosopher
John Dewey’s holistic philosophy to a “scientific methodology” in order to apply it to
Chinese academic research. His study of Buddhism, Zen Buddhism history in particular,
is an excellent example. Hu adopted scientific skepticism and a positivist approach in his
research and attempted to study and understand Zen Buddhism in an historical context.
This paper studies several aspects of Hu’s Buddhist study and elaborates on the
important contributions he made to research methodology and the rediscovery of
historical data. Although Hu’s view of Buddhism is controversial, his research from a
historical and comparative religious perspective is still of great value for contemporary
Buddhist studies.
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