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Settelments and Ishiganton (talismanic Stone) in
Tatsugou Town of Amami Oshima

TAKAHASHI Seiichi - MATSUI Kouichi

Ishigantou are talismanic stone tablets believed to ward off evil spirits and set at
T-intersections and other similar areas. Ishigantou are a representation of the traditional
geographical thought, transmitted from China to Ryukyu. In Ryukyu, notably in Okinawa
Prefecture, zshigantou stone tablets have been installed throughout cities and villages,
serving as very familiar landscape elements. The author conducted field surveys in
Tatsugou Town, located on the northern Amami Oshima Island (which was once was a
part of Ryukyu) , in Kagoshima Prefecture, to investigate the places and periods in
which these talismanic stone tablets were placed, as well as their shapes and
inscriptions. Research results indicate that ishigantou were introduced from China to the
Kingdom of Ryukyu and then spread to various parts of Japan, and that ishigantou in the
Amami region also have unique characteristics. Diverse types of ishigantou exist, varying
widely according to the period and region.

As exemplified by ishigantou, which are a representation of traditional
geographical thought, cultural phenomena must be understood as being of a multi-
directional and intricate nature. It can also be recognized that the original characteristics
of culture may be changed through the process of cultural interaction, thus assuming
new aspects.
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