CELRET CBRERT AErh H B s i R SR EEE BT IE

t ¥ F

Investigations on the Development and Intercommunication of
“Li Ke” and “Li Xue” between Chinese and Japanese

Wang Caiqin

This paper researched on the Chinese terminologies Li Ke and Li Xue initiated
from Giulio Aleni’s work. Both words were translated from the Latin word philosophia
originally and meant philosophy and science. As Aleni’s works Zhifangwaiji and Xixuefan
spread over to Japan, the meanings of Li Ke and Li Xue shifted to science predominantly.
The shifted translation entered into Chinese language as China absorbed Japanese
education system afterward, which meant the meaning of Li Ke in modern China and the
new cognition of Li Xue to science all derived from Japanese.
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