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A multiplicity of Kuan Hua Chih nan

— Chinese textbooks intended for non-native’s use and native’s use

HINO Yoshihiro

A Chinese textbook titled the Kwan Hwua Chikh Nan has been used by many
Japanese and Western learners of Chinese since its publication in 1882. The textbook
was also translated into various Chinese dialects including Shanghai dialect and
Cantonese. Furthermore, the Chinese textbook, originally designed for foreigners, was
revised and published in around 1918 as a textbook for Chinese people under different
titles. In other words, the Kuan Hua Chih Nan also served as a textbook for Chinese
people in the early 1900s to learn Mandarin Chinese or the common speech. This paper
focuses on the Kuan Hua Chih Nan as a Chinese textbook published for Chinese people
and examines the Kuan Hua Chih Nan and textbooks derived from the Kwan Hua
Chih Nan.
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