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On Acceptance of Zhu Xi’s Family Rituals in Japan mainly Focusing on
Hayashi Gaho’s Kyuketsu-voteki and Saiten-shigi

AZUMA Juji

Kyuketsu-yoteki and Saiten-shigi, two works by Confucian historian Hayashi
Gaho (1618-1680), are representative of the period when Zhu Xi’s Family Rituals
gained acceptance in Japan during the early Edo period. Although these works by Gaho
have thus far attracted little attention, they have greater significance than previously
thought. This paper first traces the history of Family Rituals as implemented in Japan
during the early Edo period, and then examines the contents, characteristics and
influence of Gahd’s two writings. Through these processes, how people in Japan accepted
Family Rituals at that time will be explored. In summary, these two works by Gaho
provided a basis for the subsequent practice of Family Rituals, albeit with some
modifications to suit Japanese situation, as a standard for conducting Confucian funerals
and festivals during the Edo period. Accordingly, Zhu Xi's Family Rituals is considered
to have also had an impact on Japanese rituals and culture.
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