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Elementary education of Chinese Muslin in Modern China:
On Three-character Classic of Arabia

SATO Minoru

In this report, I examine how the Three-character Classic of Arabia was read, by
confirming the printed book of it and understanding the characteristics of its contents in
the round.

There are two kinds of Three-character Classic of Arabia, one with the notes of
Yuan Guozuo and the other with the notes by Ma Dexin. That is, it was found that the
printed book only with passages from the sutras, which is thought to be written by Liu
Zhi, does not exist. The contents of Three-character Classic of Arabia are organized
mainly based on Islamic theory and practice. When taking Islamic theory and practice as
the ordinary knowledge for Muslim people, the format of Three-character Classic of
Arabia is similar to that of the Chinese traditional Three-character classic. It is possible
to say that the Three-character Classic is the elementary educational textbook based on
the framework of the Three-character classic. And, it was pointed out that the fact that
Chinese Muslim people valued not only Arabic and Persian but also education of words
of Chinese or education in words of Chinese from the existence of the Three-character
Classic of Arabia.
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