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The Sea-god enshrined in the Chinese Ships during Qing Era;
The Process of Religious Diffusion in the East Asian Maritime Region

MATSUURA Akira

This report is the comment on “On Gods of Mazu Hall (Maso-do) in Nagasaki Tou
Temples (Tou-dera)—Spread of Popular Religion in the Coastal Area of East Asia—” by
Yoshihiro Nikaido (hereinafter called the Nikaido Report) in the group of the Coastal
Area of East Asia in the 3rd ICIS workshop “Chinese cultures seen from the neighbors”
on January 24, 2009.

The Nikaido Report reveals through fieldwork how the religions introduced to Japan
in the Edo period, such as the Mazu belief, diffused from their birthplace, China, and
were accepted in the neighboring countries and areas in East Asian seas region,
especially in Nagasaki in Japan. I'd like to comment on the rituals performed in the
Chinese ships involved in the process of diffusion based on historical materials in
Nagasaki and the records of Chinese ships washed ashore in the Ryukyu Islands.
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