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A Study of Commercial Education of Modern Japan and China:
Focusing on the Way Fukuzawa Yukichi Considered “Public”
and “Private” in His Educational Structure

YU Chen

In this paper, some of the characteristics of commercial education both in modern
Japan and China were revealed by analyzing the nature of “public and private” in the
educational structure of Yukichi Fukuzawa in comparison with the educational theory of
Eiichi Shibusawa and the characteristics of the early commercial education in modern
China, using Keio Gijuku as an example.

In the beginning of commercial education, it is confirmed that the individuals or
organizations advocating commercial education both in China and Japan apparently had
the concept of a “trade war” in trade with foreign countries, triggered by the economic
pressures from Western countries. In comparison with the nature of “public” of the early
commercial educational institutes in modern China, it was found that the ideals of
commercial education were born out of both the public (educational system) and private
(individual) early in Japan, including Fukuzawa’s invitation to private schools. In
addition, by weighing Fukuzawa against Eiichi Shibusawa, it was revealed that he was
different from Shibusawa in the ideals of the establishment of educational institutes to
foster commercial human resources, such as private schools although he criticized
“predominance of the bureaucrats over the citizenry” like Shibusawa and had the ideals
of commercial and industrial nation. However, while having such a difference, it was
revealed that they both asked for unite efforts of the bureaucracy and the private sector
in order to enhance the national power of the Meiji state (public).
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