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On the Meaning Change of the Kango Adverb Eiei to (‘& 4%)

CHEN Yun

The Kango (kanji-based) loanword “Eiei” was a word that, in the original Chinese,
had a negative connotation and meant “continuously coming and going”. But when it was
accepted into Japanese, it became a term with the positive connotation in its use chiefly
as an adverb. At that time, it can be thought that the change in the usage and style from
“Fiet to shite” to “Eiei to” also played a role. It can be thought that the meaning of
“continually” that is generated in that meaning of the word was also behind such a
semantic change. Moreover, it can be considered that, as a result of Eiei (&%)
acquiring the meaning of “continually”, it became synonymous with its homonym, the
“eiei” (7k#) used from old, and, consequently, “eiei” (7k#) became subsumed and
absorbed into Eiei (‘&%) , thus resulting in a substitution of those words.
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O 4% going to and fro, to travail in, as a peddler; buzzing, flitting, as flies. (Williams, SW.: A Syllabic
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OFEiei, 2\ 2\, %% «a and adv. Strenuously; with earnest efforts; zealously: strivingly:
struggling; ardent. Syn. SEKUSEKU. (7)) ¥ 7 1) —fil [FIZE K& 18964F)

OEiei (%% %), ad. Strenuously; earnestly. #&H#% 4 &f#)\\»Th %, He works strenuously all day.
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Qeiei (% %). ad. sten’tiously; ea’gerly; tire’lessly: ar’dently; in earnest. § %4 & LCHEi< to toil
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