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Japanese Women'’s Baseball in the Showa Era: Factors of it’s rise and fall

Kuniko Yagi

Abstract

After the World War II, a women's professional baseball league was founded in
Japan. In those days, most of Japanese suffered from poverty and absent-mindedness,
therefore they demanded cheap and make-do amusements. They enjoyed excitement
from sports, especially from baseball. The“aprés-guerre’ girls had hope in baseball
and their future.

However, the expectations of the manager side who began Japanese women's
professional baseball league as business were not the same things as players. The first
Japanese women's baseball game played as spectator sports was performed by the
dancers of Ginza in 1947. The game became the reputation, so that the manager
gathered high-school girls and ex- high-school girls to make another team, then to make
aleague. The selection standard of the player in the league was good looks, not the
good skills.

The number of the teams swelled to nearly 30 in the peak of 1950. Most teams
were located in urban area, but they did a play often in a district. At the beginning,
women's professional baseball praised by the media, but has been got tired soon
because of the players’ low skills. The box-office proceeds fell rapidly, and the baseball
team where a management base was weak was dissolved for several months.

The team left switched it to non-professional in 1952. Japanese women’s baseball
teams survived over a decade as a PR troopers of the sponsor company. Popularity of
the men’s professional baseball increased dramatically for the TV era in the second half
of 1960’s. To the contrary, the women’s baseball gradually disappeared. It has been
judged that the women’s baseball did not have the value as the advertising tower of the
TV era. The full-time homemaker intention of the woman so increased that they
thought it was desirable to play softball, which was considered more feminine than

baseball.
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