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A STUDY ON THE HISTORY OF PUBLIC RETAIL MARKET AS
PUBLIC FACILITIES COMPLEX IN HONG KONG
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This study aims to clarify the process and the reason of the historical change of public retail markets in Hong Kong, Through analysis of the policy of market control by
the govemment using Hong Kong Annual Reports from 1841 to 1997 and the survey of all public retail markets, three conclusions have been formulated.
(1) Public health has been one of the important town plarming issues from the beginning of Hong Kong as the British colony, and the government had used public retail
markets to maintan public health till now. As a resutt, the number of public retail markets has increased to 108 .
(2) Public retail markets are classified into nine types and have changed to public facilities oompiex or market- housing complex through 6 stages historically.

(3) Public retail markets have played the primary role to make a community in each district combining with public services or housing and changing their forms from

temporary and low-rise to permanent and high-rise architecture.
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