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The Complex of the Beauty Myth:
Deciphering the Critical Discourse

Naho TANIMOTO

Abstract

The purpose of this study is to determine ‘the premise’ or ‘the norm’ that is related to appearance,
analyzing the critical discourse about ‘bimajo’ (middle-aged women who look young) . The results of the
study state that there are double standards that operate in the critical discourse, ‘women should be
beautiful and young’ and ‘women must not wear make up to look younger’; furthermore, the concepts of

sexism and ageism seem to collide with each other.

Key words : norm, critical discourse, sexism and ageism
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