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Party and Personal Voting in the 2012
Japanese Lower House Election

Ryota NATORI

Abstract

One of the aims of the electoral system reform conducted in 1994 was to increase party voting. While
under the old system, multi-member districts with a single nontransferable vote promoted intra-party
competition, the new system encouraged party competition. Thereafter, reformers expected that Japanese
electoral politics would become party oriented.

However, this study observed that Japanese voters preferred personal voting to party voting in the
2012 Lower House Election. In addition, the results of a logistic regression analysis clarified that the
supporters of the Democratic Party of Japan and the constituencies of districts in which there is two-
party competition tend to conduct personal voting. Moreover, the study suggests that whether
constituencies engage in personal voting is determined not by the electoral system, but constituencies’
estimation of the parties.

Key words: Mixed-member Electoral System, Party Vote, Personal \ote
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B S a5 734 709 1.071 2.084
I A TR SR 422 333 1.603 1.525
IFR L —.268 210 1.634 765
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