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A Review of the 2009 Tokyo
Metropolitan Assembly Election

Ryota NATORI

Abstract

When the Democratic Party of Japan (DPJ) won 54 seats in the 2009 Tokyo
metropolitan assembly election and became the first party in the Tokyo metropolitan
assembly, the previous ruling coalition of the Liberal Democratic Party (LDP) and the
Clean Government Party (CGP) lost the majority. The major media said that these
electoral results are “historic,” but a few parties (e.g., Japan Socialist Party in 1989, Japan
New Party in 1993) already had huge electoral wins in recent elections.

In this study, analyzing district level data, we reviewed the structure of DPJ’s vote
share in the 2009 election. The result, comparing recent elections, demonstrated that the
features of the DPJ’s electoral win are in the large magnitude. Additional analysis reveals

that the “M+1 rule” is difficult to apply to the large magnitude.
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e 32| 45 23 20 18 15 11{29(7) 14

Rt 0 4 4 2 3 5 2| 3(2) 2
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K8 HIEROHMR
FEAHE | 1963 | 1965 | 1969 | 1973 | 1977 | 1981 | 1985 | 1989 | 1993 | 1997 | 2001 | 2005 | 2009
HESE | 100 78 68 68 61 68 66 71 73 59 55 57 58
R 17 23 25 27 27 27 30 28 25 24 23 23 23
FepEsE 23 35 37 41 36 39 40 43 42 44 44 43 40
GRS 61 57 61 44 33 29 26 31 34
K5 28 33 51 58
29 BOER - EBOAR IR
H RS S R a5 KI5
XL Py 2009 Ty 2009 Py 2009 Ty 2009 Ty 2009
1 49.3% | 43.4% | 21.8% . 36.3% . 38.2% 32.6% | 45.6%
2 37.7% | 30.9% | 17.9% | 14.9% | 28.2% | 27.5% | 26.9% 26.2% | 44.9%
3 31.7% | 21.4% | 16.0% | 13.6% | 22.6% | 20.9% | 21.9% 19.7% | 40.5%
4 34.9% | 24.0% | 14.5% | 14.3% | 19.8% | 17.4% | 18.7% 18.3% | 38.4%
5 32.8% | 23.0% | 14.6% | 12.7% | 20.6% | 18.8% | 17.2% 12.1% | 40.4%
6 30.5% | 22.1% | 13.2% | 10.0% | 17.8% | 16.7% | 18.6% 15.1% | 35.0%
8 29.7% | 22.8% | 12.5% | 10.1% | 19.2% | 16.3% | 15.5% 14.1% | 40.0%
F10  SEFILRIE O 58 B AR Fp AR
EH 19894t 23 5% 19973 3¢
1 38.3% 25.4%
2 38.9% 24.3%
3 30.3% 21.0%
4 31.8% 20.7%
5 26.8% 20.6%
6 27.1% 18.6%
8 17.5% 17.5%
K11 FEHER L O HEB RIS 3 5 Hse
EH R | JeEse | 2WsE | fh&se | REEw
1 1.489 1.285 1.887 1.707 1.386
2 1.108 1.091 1.421 1.417 1.418
3 1.008 1.108 1.111 1.101 1.151
4 1.012 .989 1991 .867 .981
5 .954 991 1.011 .923 719
6 .867 .900 .835 .812 .785
8 .828 .836 .890 .834 .764
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F12 PRI ORI

B 20095 1989%t 25458

1 1.146 1.258
2 1.057 1.318
3 1.012 1.082
4 .960 1.057
5 .997 .902

6 .875 .881

8 .996 .580
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EXTREMHEZH L TOLIBOLICENETT 5720, EBAVNSVIZERPRES LD
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RO DS E OB 2T TV DH T & LHART, TOMEEIWHL N THS. T 7% H20094E
RIEGCOMEMEORBA, 8 (LBEHMHER ORBELZTHI LR, HHYHEBEXIC
BOWTPFHNICEWEERZER LMD LI LD, ORIz Wz &),

2.3 BEROZE

BE—RIZOWT, HERNP AT L E ARERAWERIIAFNI 25 2 eI T 5.
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RIFHERA T EEL L1k o7, LA LERERE LTOREROBEILT LML
NTWw, 22T, JiEEED S OREABOZARIIN T 2 EROZLR L EEX T L,
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DEMEIC % & &I, HEABDEY L COREROBIFELWZ L e TE&iud 1 MR
ORIEERTODOTHS. ZL T, ot KEROEBIFICHDETIERE (- 5%L
EOT%, —5%~+5%, 5% EDER) AT T =451, BROFEHEERL
DOHFEIZTH L. HBIOHH TIIRTHIRZE L OELZRD) OT, ERHIEE INBERX F
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V. C
BRI (Lt = v < ‘
X 1 DOMERK L oV, LG

EL, INEBEEXITEIEHL, ZBEHINEIZ & 572
(9) HIBOL] OERXXIOFTEHE VI, BEXIORFEFHETIETL L&

Vi T,
Bt O2EX i DA bR = 1 + ——
Vi1 Ty



20094F HLLUHR R 27k H A 0 5307 65

K13 BUEHIOBIIRMIR L 5 S I

S FeRESE 2 th&sE RF5E
~-5% 1.027 1.366 1.221 .874 1.659
-5%~+5% .963 1.057 1.022 .952 1.741
+5 %~ 1.035 .973 .965 1.147 1.184

#14  BOLH OB EERLE) LA RREEROZAL

H R FERESE 2 &5 RF5E
~-5% .970 1.318 1.198 .886 1.735
-5%~+5% 1.025 1.100 1.044 .980 1.490
+5 %~ 973 .824 .802 1.265 1.474

Br&, 2ol DA XA #E L CREME 2 ML L T2 EED A% ST RIS L7z,
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S A, JPER - AWRICT A F A TW S E WS TH S, RERITEMEEE B
SR 72 L 20004 BB BV TH HW L BEX TRERY FRAIREELH), <
IR e R oI Bl T e

KUTIRBEROLDT) LN EEOZEOMGRE, BRMIIRL TS, RIZL IR
D, BREIIEZEENS B EEAH LI TE LSS EREZKTSETnS. &
W ERBR SN S L9 28R 0 AL BREMEROMRIEIIHICIZE S e, &L
HFIZE FAMICZ ORISR & APRICH M TWE 2 205, L THRRIE, #
ST LA IR E R A ORI & 20 T, BEERDS A LA
KROMIMNEZ T CHMBERLET S8, 2ol TE 3.

20094 F BEE TIETRCOEERX THRERNS LA L. 2L TEDA 237 M, B M
SREER & H 1T, WA BN S - DN, RO — R R @IS 72 b DT
bHotz. AREIHEREZRL, AWESEERERS Lz, 2L TAHR - A - LM
SREHEES LIzDTH D, L72d > T009FE BRI BT % EHED LA, fEkOAlH#ER
OREREILLT, LICHNBD 2 REL G I ol vz L),

L BARTRHERDOAE L) BHIF 720 CRERLEFEEOMBREIMH TE b ore. &
BRi2id, M EEROEBIIHEROLH & —H L T, FHRIX10EE, e s
FEW S Lz— T, AWRIEEEROZB N b ol SOEEFHLIGWITE-0121F, %
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Reed, Steven R. (1990) “Structure and Behaviour: Extending Duverger’s Law to the Japanese
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£ 15 EER R AR A B OHER

ERC | 1963 | 1965 | 1969 | 1973 | 1977 | 1981 | 1985 | 1989 | 1993 | 1997 | 2001 | 2005 | 2009
2.152| 2.742| 2.919| 2.978| 2.900| 2.350] 2.240| 3.190| 3.010| 2.589| 2.199| 2.561| 2.267
4.342] 4.151] 3.866| 4.580| 3.557| 3.757| 3.765| 3.518| 4.098| 4.106| 3.492| 3.527| 2.997
4.949| 8.139| 5.819| 4.508| 4.779| 5.605 4.852| 5.141| 5.488| 4.590| 5.102] 4.472| 3.911
7.222| 7.804| 6.762) 5.966| 6.218| 6.225] 5.806| 5.108| 6.273| 5.745| 5.424| 5.389| 5.605
8.858| 9.010| 7.138| 6.417| 6.789| 6.146] 6.100| 5.782| 6.926| 6.231] 6.621| 6.329| 6.046

10.833] 9.655| 8.325| 7.903| 9.454| 7.781| 9.677| 7.643| 7.841| 7.904| 8.060| 8.418| 8.399

15.065|13.738]10.019/10.088/10.539| 9.512|10.471/10.594|10.773|11.914|11.696|11.340/10.586
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