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Candidates’ Use of the Internet in the 2003
Japanese General Election

Tetsukazu OKAMOTO

Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to investigate the type of websites used by electoral candi-
dates. Taking data from Japan’s General Election, November 2003, I will study what fac-
tors affect the contents of their websites. Through content analysis of 682 candidate
websites, I have produced an index to measure the degree of “sophistication” of each
website drawing mainly on the following: (1)interactive-ness, (2) information provision,
(3) presentation/appearance, (4) accessibility. An ordered probit was employed as statis-
tical model to estimate the impact of various factors, including the socioecoﬁomic status of
the candidates. My findings reveal that party affiliation and incumbency are strong pre-
dictors of website contents. Candidates from major parties or those seeking re-election are
more likely to go online and have more sophisticated websites. I conclude by suggesting
that the process of “normalization”, the fact that cyberspace reflects the real world, is in-

evitable in Japanese politics.
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Ehvond., 2000EERETIE, BBOBBERIIS3.9/ S~ b (U4AF24AN), Zhld
NOBEHZE ORI 2U S~ b (B3TAFIBA) L5 - T (x*=99.987, p<.000).
I DR LN0MEOREE LA B L TAHNE, FilS LEZhDNOBREEOW & &Itk



20034ERBERICH T B BEMEY = 7H 1 PO 7

#2-2-1 BRIFEOHML T L DY = 74 1 MRRER L L UHERE

Giak|  FEBAES =it

AR 384 34 418
(91.9%)]  (8.10%)

Thls 304 437 741
(41.0%)]  (59.0%)

=11 688 471 1159

X 2= 286.343, p < .000

RIGHBHREZLMUERL TSN, E0bIFBEA Y PO ERERLUTOBHIBICENLT
ZHIIBHETH 5. Tl D X 5122003 FREETIIHRRE R K UCRFRBHE ORRRSME
LDEFNMEERLTO I EEHET, ZhoOBBIBEMRIFEBINWIIHTLIH0
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EPYLEERTUTHSE, REULEOEREEFH>BEHEI6Z20D5 B, 6485—k L Mibizb
652AMY = 7H A FERAFL T, Z0—HT, ThUNOEBREF>HEMEFICOLTI,
ZOAND2353—F >~ (IBBAH6AN) LT = 7H 4 MEBERLTHEL, A4 ZRBE
WKEoTd, MEOMIKIIN—t Y PREOKETHRRIIEVNBS B EMRENS
(x*=93.816, p<.000). 20005&IEETIX, REULEEZAUNDWTHhOATFTY—ThH
Y4 MNORBBREOHEDHNERE LD T ©, 2003FERmRBIZEB LTI, ¥FEIzL2
FREOENP L VEEICBN I L5, ZEMERBN~OBEE &2 RTA S IEE
THbETHHOHE, COHERIFHEBEYTH .

HRNCBAL T, BHEMEZEIIZOND6LT/S—t v MIH 7256234059 1 F&2BZL
TWk—hT, KHBEHETRZOEEN N —t v b (1492F674) EAITIEL 75 -
TOWAEABER OGNS, COBNIVS—t Y FPRIGOKETEETHZ Z ELEIDOAT
W3 (x*=15.062, p<.000). 2004FFEWD 1 & —x v PAF] T&hiF, —REB 1~
Z—%y MHIHEZE ORI B A3 —1 v b, KHH46.8—& L FEL TS,
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BHE S LS BBIRERDOA v 7 —x v MIFILBOLT S, FEEOEMASBRESNh B X ICk
BNEDDITERECEETH 5.
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EOHEEEICELEEZSGOET, ZTIRBI3HE, FEHL2VRBEOBRHEEZE XY YT
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MELITbh-o25 2% %, HARZDWTE, EEMMT-LRBRFZB LSV T¥ 1M b %
WHBELELDOR, IIARBRICLZMAHEEY = 7H 1 bOPFELENBTS5h 2 @ BiK
AR FER S OPLTREAZNEVGRZI SN 00D, ¥ T7H M PORNFEHE
ELTELIEET, ZhicBARIZLTOHEREZHSHICT S I EERAIEAMETH
ZENIETINSBERBOBKMERS. AKO7 7o —F ERMERMCH-T, UTTIE
2003 RIERICH T B BEHEY = 71 FORFERRE L TN EED B LITT 5.

3.2 ABSHOEN

Y THA MERBRE LU THRMMETOBAICEET S I EICLLMED—2E, Ak
OHES LLBZOHFEAKRD [ALESE (instability) | TH 5. EPHET — TR EDHE
KWITEE SN ARBEEIIRLD, Y2 TH 4 P ETRBEINATOIAFEERCL > THRA S
ZALL, Vo ARHBTbNR o BTNURONBTEAFT LI LIIREEL S 2 EME
WO ZOEIZDNTIE, BEEICEOTRERPMPOY 2 7Y A OEHIIARESRE
BRE AR D B L OB —BICEh TS 720 (20054 4 A15BHE), TE
HRBOLERI DY OBEEF THRINW TS EEZIONS.

WEMFEFT) HDIRRICBEEELB3DIE, V279 A boEo kS uEICERALTa—
F4 T EFOIMECHIBEETHS. ChICBELT, ¥7YrEYr— FRERB LOEHE
&2 2 7H A MZOWTORESTETI LD DOEEERR LI P, BKSITLHHEAE
i3, BETHERNZ OMEZB L > TEBIZAVWSNILD, b0 RBBELENLHLT
W3, AKRBIZBOWTS, FTVULICLAEEEBHLUTHNEITVIZL. E0DIERT S
DX, T=T7HA D ADODOKEE, bbb, HEERE, BRRER TVEVYT-—Yal,
T RAOBEWTHS. T THA IWETEINSOBERNS I DIC, AL -T 4
VI DN EE, BRBEICOVWTOHMEELSIUTIORYT. 48, ZITOIA—T4 V70N
3, FEMBEARORZBRFERICE B Y = TH A bERR L ULNESITITIT - CBICHV
SDICEEHIHE->TNSE @,

(1) HEEAM (interactivity)

WEERMEEE, 1 vy —3%y bOBEO—2THAWAAN S L BZHHBZIEROR
NicMbaRETHE, ZZTR, A—LT7 FLABIUMHMOKR—LR—I~DY 7 O
R BEEASDE R ETRO LS ICEBELEIT-> T, T2 7Y 4 P ETENIKZIHEER
HBREHRSNW TSI MERMAZ EITT S,

(1) BREEZAEDA—IVT RLZANDY V7 hESNWTHWAEEAIR L, Thlshid 0.

(2) FIBHEDOY = 7H A DY v BRO6OWTOAHAIIR L, 2hlHH30.
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