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The characteristics of "Kyowa" as a Japanese Conversation style,
basedon the comparisons of the use of backchannels
by bilingual Japanese and Americans

Mayumi Kubota

Abstract

In this paper, the use of backchannels were investigated in relation to lan-
guage and culture, based on twenty-four conversations in English and Japanese by
twelve American bilingual persons; and twenty-four conversations in Japanese and
English by twelve Japanese bilingual persons. The backchannels included in this
study are 1)head nods alone; 2)joint responses with head nods and short ver-
balizations; 3) short verbalizations alone; 4) long back channels; and 5)non-
verbal behaviors.

The statistical analysis revealed that both Japanese and Americans use more
joint responses when they talk in Japanese than in English. By presenting the sev-
eral cases, the results were discussed in relation to the Japanese characteristics of
the conversation style called "Kyowa." The term "Kyowa" was created by Mizutani
(1988) in contrast to English conversation style "Taiwa (dialogue)" and was de-
fined as the conversational style where sentences are constructed in cooperation
by two participants. The frequent use of joint responses in Japanese conversation
by American persons could be attributed to her/his acquisition of communication

competence for surviving in Japan.
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1988),

ZHIZEEABECORFLEBTOLFIOIBIN TS, KB (1988) (&, BEADOHE
KREEIT A D [3585] BEIZRL 2 [#FE] Ml eBBL TV, [ L3, &
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AVANIEBESHEIECEEOIFIIHEZIENIZDDIZEARE N, SHIZEALLED,
R Lhight' e LEEFEHVIOLEZITObDThHo7z, 5HELEHNILOEHEENT
¥, BEREBLIUHERASELOBRIE, K208 Th s,

K2 S5HMMLEHVIBOTHLELERE
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HAEANILZAREBLEEDEFNHE
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AEH S h BAGE 21.50 14.68 2.52 0.028*
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JEFEHVOL  EARE 5.08 568 —1.09 0.300
=2 7.17 5.83
LE#OHVIL  HAE 2.17 2.17 —-0.20 0.843
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o 2.25 1.42
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TAYANCL B BRGELEZFRORFDOHRE

Hnoh B T RHERE T Fex
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LEDHVIL 10.667 1 10.667 2.200 0.1522
JEEEBE 2.042 1 2.042 0.2696 0.6088
&5t 1320.167 1 1320.167 7.762 0.0108*

*p< .05
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T=5D)bR-ATREYPLNZBEANE L, 0L LPFAEFESTWEIENEL, 2
EDLH)LELHICLoTS,

(Ry POXDEIZDOWTDEEE)
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EHIZAALF— FORETIR., BLFOHOHMORNICHEEA L., BFFETIE, FHLFLS
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HOBAETHOEETIE, 6LEIH VI LA ED LMD, 20 ) LE1EN [FAHVIL]| T
Holo Bl1ICHIT-LFOEF 28T, ZOMICBIIIESH VI 2> T2,
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BAEADPOHVTVWAELIAT, LI EFTHEELMI ) L VI ERLREENBICALN D,
DEIWTAVANCES [ARdVOL] OBl HT5,

B2 TAIVHIAZEBBHRLOSKE (348)

b—. BEONEZHOY ) —< L
35 A
HO—BHHEELIE ~
QA H—id
. FOEGREOEIADLHDRF>TET
&%
#L, DLW
AN _
H— VL ERIC.BFORIZE o T(ET_FHEDW W,
FOAN AN PN AN
N
E{R
v, = avépy
~
5 h
‘E;il?f)‘ﬁ)‘ DTV SBTA-T
3 A
HO. ¥ LTERbVEWE TN

~
I A

PR PR EPREETERREERER R

Ilbrok, HOFHLLRLT
~
B: 9A
A HD, FLTEDRD, LA L,
~ ~

B: v
A HOLEZIZHOETDORE D

~
B: (2 A
AlHD, ANTES E»rEFNRIZ, %h%%lotb%‘#%%la&\

HoTw3b
~~

J A

w e w



B2k, TAVHACEABUHRALOHAEICLSLEThHD, COLETIHEFRFELSE
@%Luebﬁfbwﬁﬁ%bofﬁb\ﬁwﬁébﬁotFﬂﬁ%wdﬂjK&ofw6%
DHE Ve R LEOFEY AFERAD L) II—F, —ERTIBiE- &) LAHOTEERD
FHOBY TlEAR . TAY DAL ESHEEOD, 24 EZ LR EBFRON5, ARE (1993)
Tit, TAVAALBEAD) T EFDBVCOWTHREL, FHASELEE,»OHAE
EZTOHEOE, LA RBRICEDLRVI BRI, HI2THY A I V7 LTIRAKXA
LEBICOEFLENOBERADEZATHNIEITNTVAEY, HAOBEFTAEEAAD L)
I END L WERBRITII VWO T, BEMEIRS,

BOHWILBEBIISIETZD ) b [ARHVIL ]| 329ETH o7 T ORFEICH S BS
T, BEADE LOHREI I T ETFIVORADOEENDLP I BoTLBDVA
WABRIZETAHIEICRBDEN, FRIETEHREBLTHFIZIELEEZLWH) I LEKLTH
WIbLIHTZh T3,

KA (1988) ASRMEL7: T#5E] X, COL) KKFOLEENHNLT—ED) XL %R
L, BLENRZDATHWILEBERTEEAILVHILEIATIAIV T I HnIbEE
BIET, AFPHOVRETEEBILTH D, kB (1995) K& 5 &, KERHAEER
% ETHEHN., BRIICERBELEFALZADS G, COXFEHRFELHIZEFLICCWER
LWwTwd, 20—KT, HEROBOL S ICHAOHATERNICHIZOTARTLER
ETHERB LTV ANEAR LW TOBHENLZFE LI FIF VTS, ZOFRICE [B5)’
HELATELDIDTH> T, BA—ATHEZDIDOTIRE V] EWVIZEXFHY, £5L
REZDTEEOE, FLFLAFILBOERRLFHL, FoEELAOBBICT > TS
bTH5H (K%, 1995), B2 DFESEBRF KL CTHEELFE LB TH S, TDOEKRT
PEYVIXIANVEDVILFEHN TS, LELEEICHEALRL L) 2 2TEHK
o Tk,

B3 BAACEZBHRLOLE  (208)
(31 A FELzHLEBEFHIFRoEY/ (B)
(32) B: EFHYWVIHIFELELTEPE-TELA? (RERE)
(B3) A »D—/—EME/RVESLFELRATTIFE
(34) B: HAIA, FIARZ

AN
(35 A D %Mil

(36) B: —BFBLLAEFI D
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37 A X#E

38) B A/

B9 A O

310) B: A/

(311) A Sg. BHFW2wT 5

312) B A

(313) A (<K BoZh, WEMT-oTLATT L,

FOHET-o Tz &I
(3.14) B: A—RA—Z—Z2—
(3.15) ME»SIFB-oTELEEIZ /
N
(3.16) B: A

&

B3O LKFEIIRERDMMEOBURMEICLZ2EDT, ADBIZF—L FIVOBEHTEEE
LT3, 3FDEFED) LREDIS T, BIZAPLDELTHR—L4 FI20REDFRND
bhh, HEFEXP D Eolfx &85 0id- &) €270, ADFFELICHOSTELE &I
BERLTWw2 (32)o AIZBOEMIZH LT (33) 5 (3.16) ~eEXLHLEZI TV,
MEFBREZOBEXIZAEKERL (34) 36). PLTHRRLEZEZEZHMY 2vDh, Ad—
BTN B7) (39 (B.11). [AKHVIL] 2fToTwab (3.8) (3.10) (3.12), T
TIIHMFOSEIIODTT AL L [HA] LNIFEVWEEZIII- &) LEHEDHERY L L D
KHVILEToTWw5, (313) Tid, ADBHBICKRDEBELHFTTL 5728 ([MIENT-T
Wwiz] L [HENMToTwz)), Bid B14) Tlx—2—Z2—2—] v, ZZETTH
L2l w) BIRT [AHVIE] 2RFT>TW5,

HEREDGA, 2o —NFRENBIILALALREDBETRESINLIFTOHEMEERLT
Wb, LAEDoTIITRELFOVILEZHSTIEFRFEH 2L LAVOFLELTH
TERANLNTWBEDNbI D,

RIZTAVHANCEZHIHDB % HI1T 5,

Bl TAVAANCE2BHRLORE (298)
(4.1) A: anyway, ...um... while,... so she's .. but she's been,
Vw
aparently cleaning house or whatever, you know, kicking round the

A%
house, and she's wearing old worn-out jeans and /.. um.../ what



do you call it.. er... T-shirt with/...um.. / kind-of plaid shirt over it, like
WWW

a flannel plaid shirt and her hair's kind of a mess and finally she puts on

4.2) B: un

a ski hat over her head and goes out, you know, and gets acab and ...
(4.3) B%A (44) B:%w

Bl 4 I EOBHERALDKFECARBEIVELTH D, KEDA—LAFITOREEFELT
WBEZAT, FLENVYVORBIEN R oL ) FCRHATEL L ZICHEFBI, 9%
TELEL, BEIC ") [FARHVIL] 25 ToTw5d (4.2), ZORDE)ICELTF
BEEIIDF o720, EVREEFALYLTVAE L EIZERHVIbIRERR VD, BEIZ) FL
FHTELLELTENEHRATIERTH IS TS (ARH, 1994), ZOBIC
(AEHVIE| I EAH Y, THIFEELTTRCHERETIROMS,

ZZTO [AEHVIL] BAVDFLLTTREL, TRLAZLZHFIEZ L7204
bhTwa,

42 RFELTO [AB¥HVIB]

HERMOEFLEDDIE, HEFEFBILAVOFLVNTELFL—HIIGFE 2o T
CEWVIHIRBERTONFLE LV, ZXTHIDLIIZEVDFLLTARSEHWVIHITIL,
PREVIERITAEDODD L VEE ETIC—ERS 2T OFEROEREHD ) 25 EH, &b
W) BTERTINVEFZES2) 2 TED, EEBETHRICEBALLTVOTHFIIHLT
bo LOERIIREIEERERIILDLOND LIty

B (1982) 12k 3 &, BROBRBTBOLETIE, BARANCHEELEETHE [TELE
B FETHLE, FBALHEZ TS L [EEOBLE] THY., TAVIADHEIR
head toss : % EIZEWFTHLTICBAT D] oft, HFEICEMTL2I0T [BF] [+
A)[F%282]) &4 MEzHL] 2FFTsEvw), £LTHE. ZHMOERE.
FIMICEIR R C ENHHRETENE. BEAAD [E@BOBLE] L7 49 7 AD [head toss]
ThbLEHLTNVS,

FITIOHRETEHIS, BRANCL o THETITREOFZHTI LR, 2LV EEICE
BILENTBY ZOFENIT AV HIADIDEIIED BRI H B LIMAL 5, FHEIEV
DITIPFHTELIDTHY, —HHFHREE LS, FDBFNIEZ LI LFEINT
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Wb, COEMLD AL F— FIEELALFLFOHEDBEFETHVILNANRT VNI L
PEETED, TZLTZOBICALHVIL0RPTO LV TELRLND [ARHVTS ]
EHRAMICANS Z ETHARGED [H#£5] PRV LoTwdEWnR I I,

Iy<wv &7 —+ > (Ekman & Friesen,1969) (&, 9 %23 X # BFERAEEE (regulators)
ELT, EEBOILIHEoTVw LD TEELLALLDTHSL EHFLTVED, BEAD
BVOFELTE) [AREDVIL] BHEFOFEZRET LV BEEREEE (regulators) &
LCOWBEDIIA, [#EE] ZBML TR L) BERRETH00BETHOT A2~
Pba— FEL7-%% (emblem) WEF L LTELATWAL LR TELES), RHRL
LTo [AEHVIL] i3, SELEALLIICERILDTELZLDTXHEDDDNTH S,
Lo TEHERERLTSEORDLY M) TEFHEDS, 2EVEREDVOILOLEY
ERU-ER, BREOXEDEEICER T a2 a Y BATHEHEVWRB, T
Wi, TAVAEEDOT A A AL HEABOLKF L RE LB, BATOREFBENE
THIERWIEE) 2T & L [ARDVIL | ML TWAHER,»L D22 (ARH, 1994),
[FEHVOE | ik, EEROBRBITHE IRLVFEFRASINL O, BHRLRTVOR
b LAz,

—RRICERRIISERR,. EEIEONILOFED D TH S0, BETEHOTA 3>
PoEFN: [ABHVIL] OLHCTA Iy 2HICL T AIESERFIL. MoXLTD
SE & LTHIRENSH (Ekman & Friesen,1969) . D EWRMT T IZE L 2 W HEM 2D 5,

74 v <> (Dittmann & Llewelly, 1968) (&, EFEIC L 2 RFEM OB EFA° [FARd
WO | 2 RBTHDIF1) MEFNEFELLVWEE, 2) BEFIRV, FLEIEZ TN
EEZDEARHETHLEE, 3)FELFENF 74— FNv 7 2B L EZLEHLTY S,
L7zhio T, TAYVAAICE S [FARHVIL] 12X, FEREBELLTOEKRNTE, &LF
BROBEEDT 4 —FNy 7L LTOERNHR, HAWCHEFEPANLEVOFLE V)
BERHDVIREIN TV EVE)ITH S,

Ehlitu—Er 74— F (Rosenfield, 1978) 2k b &, FELFEW 74— Ny 7 %2{ /-
WEELWIDIF, FELEINROEODIRIRIC R 072 L ETH 5B,

1) LSCESEME-oTEF ([dd]) 2LEHEIZDLVVREFHL L E

2) EOBELMFI o BFELREREIREDG DB & &

3) BDFELERYVETABTOSENHSH L &

4) "youknow" [~R x| X Zmtt3c#ES (sociocentric sequence : Bernstein 1962 1% 3E)
BhHbLE

FBLFEPZOL) ZRIRIC ko7&, FEFOILRTEFb oL I RELRTVEW
Yo FLTHELFRAELERDDEEFHELITLL, I %RTE, B, KELTV2AF v —
L) FESEMETZOEREEET S (Rosenfield, 1966) o

L7cHo T (M55 2#EARLTHEFEOKF TR, FLFR, FEORRIIBVWTOAEE



FRLT74—FNy 7 EHFELTWEOTHY, [#EF] 2EKL LLAKEOSFEICADN
2EVOFLLTVAS [ARHVIL] BRI TVWLEVDOTH S,

DL EREDE DS [EE] & [3HFE] 2 ERKLTEEF0HVAFHY, £
TSN IMEFORIPRLZZ ENbhol,

BbYIC

FRTIE, SELESEVEHEFHVIOLICEA L, dVIObiTL ERHSE L OBRK.
EHIFEZBOER L DBERICOVWT, BERKEFETIHERAL T AV AALIBERHEDT
— 5D LICHBRI Lz, ZOHKER. BAALT AV DAL BABETHLI L EOHIEE

TEHLALELY [Z2] EBEETHVIOLEHLLDH I 2T [ARHVIL] 22T
WABIEFHLRPII R ol SHELEHVOLDORNTELIE [ARHVIL] WEELE
BLRBERICHEZ LD o,

FITEBOF— /PO HAELEETHEDLIL [ARDVOL] #IY EF, BEAEDH
&, BHOBELLAVOFLLTARRTVWERATHSI L, BHEAD [#EE] 2EALS
KFEATANDS, [ARHVIL] &, BERAEREL L TR TR, RETEHICLE
BELTOBEEZELZLTVEI L 2R, LD >T [FAdHVOL | I SEREKICER
LT ZEHHERLVR B,

X512 [AdDVIL] 35, FbhbRiEE WL OPEITLN, [AEHVIL | bR
BRELETYH, RILTEEPVED, BOBEV L) TEEMENAZ L, HRTED
ZARYVEBZBEOADH VI L2 D, FLBIH VR EDPHEI ICRNE, ) TR
TTILTLIIZ LD EIONS, Lo T, 4%, E3r08EL bAbETEEMIC
S EFRIT TP RITNELLLWES ),

BREOHESFTIEEH LTV AIEHICT 4 X— FHH 5, kS (1995) i3, [$£55] %
CAZHAAICE o TE, BROEZT TR EBOTTOEHLZVRY, 74 X— P&
Lot 3EELWAEA) EERLTVS, ZZCTHEABEBHFT TR, [F4R—=F L [F1 2
Avvary| OBBELEYAbEL [FRAvYay] PRALNTVE, 5HBLHVOBLE
BOBED» OEFBMNOERRFEIDP )RR TENTLE ),

B, #EloBEH VA, DEOHTOEFEFOMEHAL, HEATREE) THs LW
SHETHI L LVEZEILATVWEY, CALMEFOH VI LIMBOIILIZHERTEW
EV) ZLLBEEDN DL LAk, FEHEETI. SFIBMLTVEZED) LD—
ADFELEZEICTAHI L% B, [#5E] ThhiE—A GELF) 0FL T TOLARTS
0. ADFEEHMVTVE EVIRRICED, L L [#EE] BOFELFTHNEIZATREE
ERULEETVEDT, ZDH) ED—ANZTOFELEZEILLTHARI LR Y IL P2 oT
HERE)IZELONEDTREZVES ) B



REFH S TSI LEWPEENDLNOT, FHRIBINLIZRLTHIHLOREZER
Z;/JZ\??)*‘?) Z) 7’56 :) o

[7— % ik DFEEF]
/ HRTEIEFEORLIN
@) BELTVRILEADOLNIPARVHEENLZNETZS
v BHOMEHRY 1 v BHOHER Y 2 [
[ 2APFRRCEELEBEDS S
(T#) 2ADKFHVELZ->TVWHES
~KHh— EAVHEFOBEIELATVSXH

(EE

% BAMEIE, EREKEFER 7 EEENHEDRELSOBMREEZZTTITbh, KRIZE26
EAHARII 2=y —a yEETRERELELDICMELALDDTH S,
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