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On the Perception of English Consonants by Japanese EFL Learners
An Experiment on the Perception of Word Initial Consonants
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This study aims to clarify what consonants Japanese ELF learners have difficulties in
perceiving. The results from an experiment with 118 university students show that, in contrast
to previous studies, the most and the second most difficult consonants for the Japanese
students to perceive are /8/ and /6 /. Also it is found that English consonants which have
phonemic counterparts in Japanese such as /s/ or /b/ are more easily perceived by the
Japanese learners than non-native sounds suchas/6/or/v/.

1.

HERANBEFEEN, EELHEINLIE0,. FEOMEI) ICHT 2HERIHE 2&hTw
% (Horibe and Furuhashi 1974, Lado 1959, H30 1978, ATR 1999 %), Bl xiX. HEAEE
ZEWZLoTEDI) RFENPRASNRTVOL, Vo LMEICEL T, /t/ & /17,
/bl vl Isik10/zEEVo7z, HOPLOMEFTFEETH S & FRSNEH/IA
PEUHEELHEREICHIE, TORBEZEHLHIC LK (Horibe and Furuhashi 1984,
Hi 1978, ATR 1999 %) #5% 5. £ bHOMEIIB VT, AR, EFFEERIIBVTO,
FEOHMEF I OESEICOVWTHIRAEBINTEY., /r/ L /1/DRBID. /bl /v /sl
10/ Voo XFIE DELWETHHE (ATR1999) . £FERE L. HHEORRMEIC
My 2R/ENLS. /b/E/vI>Ic/ /1L IS/ ThI>Inl & Inl 18] &1zl > 1t/ & 1§/
DIEICEESEATH 5 LT 5HD (Horibe and Furuhashi 1974) 25% 5. F7-HZA (1978) 2
BOTid, —BORBRERLY. /t/E//OBANEVELVDIDOHELEET S LBRS
nhTwb, LaL, ShHoDHRICEZ2EFHEOHREIL. 7T, FRICETC Mbav & vat/
V) &S iEn BREOBRERAEICL-TELS) 2FOMERL. FhiHEREICH
e, RS EROEBROUBTH L7720, FFEORMEM) O#FEL&HE L TR
LTwaEizvnnihizv, Z0oREZERL, ki, XEOTFESAREAIBILZETE
DEFEXRETDHEHI, EFEN. EOLILELRASNIP2HERRT LI L2 HRY
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E32, £, HI (1978) THEHEEINTWVA I IZ, FEOHENY) OREEI T ZFDER
BEICODEGENELEEZLNLDT, AMETIE, T, HBENESEISEVEEILNS
EHOFEIZESZHKo T, AEZTo 7

2. EB

2.1 BERE
BWERE L 185 2l ROTFELFE L TWAHAREE LB ATH 72,

2.2 HEFER#
AWz S8, /ab/ &) BERHFORRADFERZANBERUTO 2 TH %,
/pab/, /bab/, /tab/, /dab/, /kab/, /gab/, /fabl/, /zab/, /fab/, fvab/, / 0 ab/,
/dab/, /sab/, /zab/, /[ab/, /hab/, /mab/, nab/, /lab/, /rab/, fjab/, /wab/
LR 205 %, EERESE ((FYARE, 37K, B CRBELTOILY, 71
FIvr=4 707+ HRM L. DAT (SONY TCD-D8) # B\, > 7Y Y7L —}
48Hz, BTFILI6 Y b, £/ FAMTTVFNVEFEE L,

2.3 FBRR
BEISNLEFERNBIE, 2 Ea— S IZMY)RAA, EFEBHEELY 7 b (Cool Edit 2000)
2RV, 7. NBEOEELS VS AHUEL, HEXLOXELBRT 5 7-080HE
% 2EBET S &) BRBEFICOWT, FEES—1 > —/N0 1.5sec —FI¥E 1 BE—
A% =N 1lbsec—RIEME2BBEVIBICHEELLL. £L T, TR, SI
(Inter-Stimulus Interval) #% 6sec #A L. FE. DAT IZ8%F L. DAT 2° 6. HEMRFT D
A —H— %@L THEREIZRR L

2.4 Fh&

EERBEICABEIC, EOTFELBEOEZAOHLFIZOWT 10 FREOHER (EI27 WV
77Xy bTCREN2FRTELVFIIOWTORTHLEIEE) 21To72. T0H. HEREIX
EEMEERCC, BEMIZ. TV 77Xy b b LCREFRSMARELZHAVTRALL,
B, COBFFEOLIEREFMIL 255. 295sec (F 44 158) THol
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kD2, 7. HEIY) OEEIIOWTIE,
18/>/0/>/v/>/vI>/1/>/z/>/b/ Uwl+/81,101/rl1v/ 711/, /2] (p<0.01),/w/ *
/b/ (p<0.05)
EVI) RIS ESEVE W ERIEN (/0/ +/0/ (p<0.01) MDOEDRIZIZEEREEL).
A, BEFOFEE—HLLZVENHEID I I EDFD b, 20 ZhETOHRSE
EEERRY, EFEERRRICKRSABE. /04 /160/75, BROBELVW2OTH L L) HERH
Boniz,
K2, EHEOBVDLO,LIEIL, ZRERIZOVT, BEL LTHEWNTFEZ2HEEOR
JEWZUTFICRYT EREESHo72HDR), FEMWIZRER)
185 1z/(23) >/d/(21) >/b/(19) >/6/(16) >/&/(4) >/5/(2)
10/ 1s/(53) >/f/(6) >/£/(4) >/v/(3)
Il 11/(53) >/gl,/n/(2)
/vl Ib/(15) >/8/(9) >/g/(6)
/1 11/(32) >/v/,16/(2)
lzl. 18/(22) >/b/,/5/(2)
/bl Ivi(21)
Ist: /16/(11) >/[/(5)
(Is/ZDWTIE /w/ EDEBEZ 207205 /101 £ DHBO - DIZHR)
CORERPL. BEVWIRAIARLTVWFELRET S L. ZOEEFII,
/z/>718/ (p<0.01),/s/>/6/(p<0.01),/b/>/v/ (p<0.01),/1/>/r/ (0.05)
LD, WTFRONLIZBVWTH, HEFOFELEUL-EMEFEOdD (1//r/13ED
HHFEL LV (FrHk 1996)) DFH, EBEFBNI B3G5, #heic, BEREICLR
WFEICH T ABEDHH, BERBIHELTE2FENH2D0LY), BEOBRICITSO &S
Hbo TNH2HEDL, RIIY. HEFICBVWTHE ZNAFOHD., BETHEICIIZ. R
PELIL WIEE RS,

4. WEFE

FERIT, HRAAKRBEETEVPEZLHEIMLBICEEL 254 LEROHFT, 20bo
EAERIHLER, BICEHOFEONREOEB*ERAT AL 2ENL L. UTo2X
WAL PR o720

C BHEICBWTIE, /0/>/6/>/v/>/v/>/1/>/2/>/b/ DJEICTFEOH &I Y HHEEET

HBrLnHT L,
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CHERYOBELVTEFICBVTE, BEVWCERASAEFED) b, HERFICEVWTH,
2%, PIRADENTFEDHD, AEWY OBRIZ, RnFnekwn) T &,
SHOBEE LTI, ¥, FEOHEICOVTIR., L VE#HETHS L FHEINSEHETFE
DHMEORE., 2L T. —EDOHRBEEHEOV AV ITFAMEFTLTINDE ) ZRAEL21TD
Ltk FBEDVAR=VINE, FEORMEOMEIIOWT, AEIELI LHNETh
%,
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< Appendix >
A H R K& ( ) ID. ( )
<FEE>
M}ﬂg% pyt7k7Ch (ﬂ) »f,B,S,Sh_(.r) ) hs
Eﬁ% b)d,g’dg (¢) ,V,a,z,j (5) ) m’n)ng(n) )l)r)Y7W

ex) cheese, six, she, judge, large, think, these, long,
C)y Yoy ¢)y )y )y ) ()

I. /ab/ DTHEBBICHSTRIAZL2FEENLBY, TARL, HEIZETOHING)
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I. BEZEICOVTOEERBROEE
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