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Adina
by Henry James
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Henry James’s “Adina” was written in 1874 at the age of 25. It was published in Scribrer’s
Monthly from May to June.

The story is one that deals with the encounter between the old and new world. James’s
works often take the form of confrontation between American innocence and European evil,
which is one of his major themes. In the battle between the old and new world, American
innocence usually triumphs. In “Adina” as well, Sam Scrope, after swindling an Italian boy
out of an ancient excavated topaz, loses his fiancé, Adina, an American girl. Although the
Italian boy is deceived into letting go of his topaz, he succeeds in persuading Adina to marry
him, which is his revenge for Scrope’s evil deed. At the end of the story, Sam Scrope throws
his topaz into the Tiber. Thus, he loses both his fiancé and the ancient jewel.

In this sense, “Adina” is one of the early examples of James’s grand theme: the old vs. the

new world.

F—J—K
Henry James (N> — - Y x4 4 X), Short Story (J&#i). Translation (FF) .
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