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Exploring the Relationship Between the Use

of Vocabulary Learning Strategies and Learning Outcomes
MIZUMOTO Atsushi

Abstract : In this research, the relationship between the use of vocabulary learning strategies and learning
outcomes was explored. A total of 139 female university students majoring in literature and human science
participated in this study. A vocabulary learning questionnaire was administered in order to identify what
type of vocabulary learning strategies these EFL learners are employing and whether any discrepancies ex-
isted between the actual employment of vocabulary learning strategies and their perceived usefulness. Partici-
pants reported that they use a wide range of vocabulary learning strategies, especially dictionary use strate-
gies, using context for guessing, visual and oral repetition. The correlation between these strategies and
TOEIC and vocabulary size was then investigated. It was found that word use strategies, extended dictionary
use strategies, selective attention, using word-structure, self-initiation, and extracurricular study time posi-
tively correlated with TOEIC and the vocabulary size test. Cluster analysis of the learners on different
proficiency levels revealed that there are four groups depending on their use of vocabulary learning
strategies. The result of this research has pedagogical implications for teaching vocabulary effectively to

different types of learners.
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