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My personal experience is that 99 per cent of language learners who really want to learn a foreign 

language (i.e., who are really motivated) will be able to master a reasonable working knowledge of it as a 

minimum, regardless of their language aptitude. 

 

Chomsky  

 

The truth of the matter is that about 99 percent of teaching is making the students feel interested in the 

material.  Then the other 1 percent has to do with your methods.  And that’s not just true of 

languages.  It’s true of every subject.  We’ve gone to schools and colleges, and you all know that you 

have taken courses in school where you have learned enough to pass the exam, and a week later you 

forget what the subject was.  Well, that’s the problem.  Learning does not achieve lasting results when 

you don’t see any point to it.  Learning has to come from inside; you have to want to learn.  If you want 

to learn, you’ll learn no matter how bad the methods are (Chomsky, 1988, pp. 181-182).  
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