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The Abe cabinet, which was inaugurated at the end of 2012, has been
promoting farming policy reform and trade-liberalization talks in order to
revitalize the agriculture industry. Previous studies have shown that the
Cabinet Office and the council have played a vital role in the decision—
making process for these efforts. Additionally, the policy tribe and agri-
cultural groups have also become involved in promotion of reform under
the Abe administration. This paper explores political decision-making
process of JA system reforms, including the Central Union of Agricultural
Cooperatives (JA-ZENCHU), the National Federation of Agricultural
Cooperative Associations (JA-ZENNOH), while also examining counter-
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measures that have been taken for TPP and EPA with regards to the
EU.

Specifically, by examining the triangular relationship that has existed
between LDP, JA, and MAFTF, it can be seen that the current adminis-
tration has been more successful in achieving their intention. In addition,
these members not only share ideas, making progress towards reforms
which are strongly promoted by cabinet, but also manage to acquire
profits in order to maintain support for elections and to secure a govern-
mental budget.
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