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Sociological Studies on “Maturity” of Society

Kazuhiko IWAMI, Yuji YAMAMOTO
Rikuko SEKIGUCHI and Ichiro MATSUHARA

Abstract

The concept of development or progress implies an ambivalent situation, for it supposes a better situation
in the future which gives us ‘hope’, on the one hand, and at the same time, it places ‘the present time’ we live
in as just a process to the future which is significant insofar as it contributes to it, on the other hand.
Although some people call our today’s society a ‘mature society’, it cannot be so if ‘the present time’ has just
a poor significance in itself like that. In times like today when we have less hope in the future than before, we
need to consider and discuss some important topics concerning the ‘maturity’ of society.

In this article, the four authors focused on four aspects of the ‘maturity’ of society. Chapter 2 gave a
theoretical consideration on both difficulties and possibilities of ‘maturity’ of society and individuals. Chapter 3
focuses on ‘education and violence’. Although violence is one of the inevitable factors in education, people have
tried to avoid facing up to it after World War II. The author investigated the meaning of violence in education in
the case study of Tozuka Yacht School. Chapter 4 investigates the effect of depressive mood and gender
difference on recall of autobiographical episodic memory, using the cued recall technique. Chapter 5 discusses
the idea that construction of social capital (=human relations) is more important for victims than temporary
housing itself at the time of recovery from serious disasters like The Great Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake in 1995.

Key words: (Chapter 2) mature society, communication system, psychical system, self-socialization
(Chapter 3) education and violence, social discipline, moral education, domestic violence by
children, Tozuka Yacht School,
(Chapter 4) autobiographical episodic memory, cued recall technique, gender difference,
depressive mood
(Chapter 5) The Great Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake, reconstruction policies, social services,
housing policy, individualization of life style, symbiosis
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