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Exhibiting Popular Culture

Focusing on sports, manga comics, and popular music museums In Japan

Mariko MURATA

Abstract

This paper analyses how popular culture is exhibited in museums in Japan. The paper consists of two
parts. First, it focuses on sports museums, manga comics museums, and popular music museums in order
to describe how these genres are typically displayed. While all three have issues, some similar and some
unique to each genre, popular music is the most difficult to adapt to an exhibit. As yet in Japan, there
are no popular music museums. However, some exhibitions on popular music are occasionally held. The
second part of this paper includes an interview of the producer of the special exhibition “70’s Vibration”
and will seek to understand what underlying issues are present in the exhibition of popular music.
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