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Beijing 2008 Olympic Games and Media Freedom ;
Concerning the new relaxing of controls on foreign journalists’ right to gather news in China

MATSUI Shuji

Abstract

This paper airos to elucidate how China wrestled with the problem of media access by foreign news organizations
during the Beijing Olympics, and also to clarify how the Olympic Games themselves pushed China toward issuing new
rules for increasing the freedom of foreign journalists. [n addition it illustrates the complicated Chinese media system
in which the regulations are operationalized.

“The Regulations on Reporting Activities in China by Foreign Journalists during the Beijing Olympic Games and
the Preparatory Period” came into force as of Jan. 1, 2007. These new regulations stipulated that foreign journalists
had only to obtain an organization’s or individual's prior consent when reporting in China. The regulations are
significantly different from those issued in 1990 which required consent from local government or authorities when
reporting in rural districts. The new regulations follow the major principles and spirit of the media rules introduced
for the Beijing Olympic Games.

After the Olympic Games, on Oct. 17, 2008, China announced a new law, essentially to sustain the Jan. 2007
regulations. This shows how basic Chinese policy has opened the country to foreign media activities, and come to
protect the lawful rights and interests of the permanent offices of foreign media organizations and foreign journalists.

Even if China continues attempting to substantially control the foreign media and to maintain strict authoritarian
rule over domestic media, loosening up on these controls should be expected in the very near future.

Key words: The Beijing Olympic Games, media regulation, Freedom of Expression, The Regulations on Publication
Administration, The Regulations for Administration of Newspaper Publication, The Regulations on
Reporting Activities in China by Foreign Journalists during the Beijing Olympic Games and the
Preparatory Period, The Regulations Concerning Foreign Journalists and Permanent Offices of Foreign
News Agencies, The Beijing Organizing Committee of the Olympic Games (BOCOG), media freedom
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