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In the autumn in the seventh month of the twelfth year of the
Cheng Kuan period (A. D. 638) an imperial edict was promulgated to
the following effect: “The Doctrine (Tao) bears no fixed name and
the Sage resides in no definite person. Religions are founded to
suit the various regions of the earth, so that salvation may be
within the reach of all living beings. Bishop O-lo—pen of the land
of Ta Ts’in came from afar bearing with him Scriptures and Images
to present them at the Exalted Capital. A careful examination of
the tenets of his religion shows it to be metaphysical, profound

and conducive to perfection; an investigation of its principles



proves them to be indispensable for life and progress. Its
language is free from perplexing expressions and its reasoning
distinguishes clearly between the essential and the accidental. As
this religion is helpful to all creatures and beneficial to men,
it is meet that it be propagated throughout the realm.” The
authorities, accordingly, built a Ta-Ts’in temple with
accommodation for twenty—one monks in the Yi Ning ward of the
Capital. Hence just as at the time when the Chow dynasty (A.D.
1122-255) fell into decadence, Lao—tze mounted on a black ox
departed out of China to the West; so at the time when the virtue
of the glorious T’ang dynasty shone forth, the Luminous wind

(spirit) blew towards the East”.
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P& : The power of the illustrious Chau dynasty having fallen, the
green car having ascended westward; fHZUV SJHIEHIFEZ : When the virtue
of the Chow dynasty declined, the rider on the azure ox ascended to
the west; EAALFEEMIPESC A : The virtue of the honored house of Chou
had died away; the (rider on) black chariot had ascended to the west;
F2/RIF) AL : When the virtue of the ancestral house of Chou failed,
the dark chariot went up toward the west® . B TARZIE 7, HoAth = AR
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Lao—tze mounted on a black ox departed out of China to the West.
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