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Naito Konan’s Views of the Kangde Emperor’s Enthronement
Rituals as Seen from His March 25%, 1934, Letter to Prime
Minister Saito Makoto Preserved at the National Diet Library

TAO De-min

When the Chief Executive of Manchukuo (established on March 1%, 1932) Puyi
learned that he was going to be crowned Emperor on March 1%, 1934, with the
new reign title of Kangde (Wade-Giles: Kang-te; H&f#), he insisted tenaciously to
wear the “dragon robe” passed down from the Guangxu Emperor during the cere-
mony in order to show the restoration of the Qing dynasty. But the Commander of
the Japanese Guandong Army rudely directed him to wear the Western-style mili-
tary uniform in order to declare the birth of a new empire. In a compromise, both
rituals were performed. Based on Puyi’s autobiography, Yamamuro Shinichi’s crit-
ical analysis, and Naito Konan’s article in the Osaka Mainichi Shimbun newspaper
dated January 21, 1934, and his letter to Prime Minister Saitdo Makoto dated March
25, 1934, the present research note reexamines the controversial historical event
and the concerns of Naito Konan as a prominent historian of Manchuria and an

opinion leader on the affairs of Manchukuo.

F—17—F :iE (Manchukuo), FEfERF (the Kangde Emperor), B &AL
(Enthronement rituals), PR (Naito Konan), 7% (Saito
Makoto)
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