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Yin-shan K&l Mountains and Tiande-jun Kl
in the Late Tang Period:

On the basis of FJ032 Document from Dunhuang.

SAITO Shigeo

This paper discusses the conditions pertaining in the vicinity of the
Yinshan mountain range during the late Tang period through an examination
of 032, a document discovered at Dunhuang. It begins by establishing that
this document is a record kept by an emissary from Shazhou %/ (present-
day Dunhuang) who in the early 850s reached the Yinshan Mountains, evi-
dence for which is the fact the place names appearing in the document
conform to late Tang usage and what is known of the political situation sur-
rounding Dunhuang during this period of time. From it, this paper points to
the fact that in the 850s a post road ran east-west along the southern foot-
hills of the Yinshan Mountains, and that this post road was established pri-
marily for the use of Uighur emissaries traveling back and forth to the Tang
court from their homeland in the Mongolian Plateau.

The paper further demonstrates that 7iande-jun was a place where emis-
saries from the north would be sure to visit as it was located in the western
Yinshan region where travelers from the Mongolian plateau would arrive, and
that because of this facilities called guan £f for welcoming the official emis-

saries were established at this site.



