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The Influence of Chinese Calligraphy Theory
on Saiyosho during the Heian Period

ZHANG Miqi

Abatract

Saiyosho is the Japanese theory of calligraphy. It was written by Fujiwara
Norinaga at the end of the Heian Era. It is one of the earliest publications on
calligraphy, and it still plays an important role in Japan's calligraphy concept. At
present the researchers of Saiyosho are mainly Japanese scholars. The research
focuses on the content of this theory as well as the negotiation and dissemination
of each version. However there is still room to investigate the relationship
between the Saiyosho and the Chinese calligraphy theory. Obviously Saivosho
contains several references to Chinese calligraphy theory. Some argue that there
are some errors in the process of interpreting Chinese calligraphy on the world
scale. By comparing the content quoted by Chinese, it is accepted that some
deviations may have occurred in overseas transmission. If we can understand
the cause of these misapprehensions, both Chinese calligraphy theory and its
transmission together with its acceptance in Japan can be clarified. In this essay
I will analyze the four Chinese theories evident in Saziyosho and summarize the

parts with similar ideas but without any references to Chinese theory.
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