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Thinking Sociology: For Regeneration of Sociology

Shinji KATAGIRI

Abstract
Sociology had been orientated toward systematic study based on Parsons’ “structural-functionalism”
untill the 1950°s. However, many critical theories against Parsons have appeared since 1960’s. Soci-
ology has consequently lost the main stream. Although at the present time many young students are inter-
ested in sociology, the sociology that most of them expect is very different from what sociology should
be. Popularizing sociology as they expect become big crisis for the future of sociology. Now we soci-
ologists must consider deeply what is sociology and what sociology can do.

Key words: macro perspective, functionalism, quantitative analysis, policy science, objectivity, Wertfrei-
heit(value-free), Bindestrich-Soziologie (hyphen-sociology), total society, sociological imagination,
feeling-oriented approach, micro sociology, sociological value relativism, concept, scholarly study
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