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Metropolitan Area and Urban and National Plan in Japan

FUIJII Tadashi*

Nowadays, the metropolitan area has become a framework to analyze not only urban structure but na-
tional reginal structure. Especially, regarding to Japan in the phase of population decrease, central func-
tions for people should be sustained in their living sphere. Therefore locations of such kind of functions
are very important spatial problem. Metropolitan areas are attracted attention for basic framework to ap-
proach this problem. In this paper, the research results in Geography and the recent trend of urban pol-

icy and national plan are compared and considered.
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