OB ERE L T DRIRELE
w M E

Taiwan’s Burning Boat Exhibition

HSING ChiHsuan

Wang-yeh worship is an important folk belief in Taiwan that is reflected in people’s
lives along the Taiwan coast, especially in the southwest. Wang-yeh worship is celebrated
with a burning boat festival, which has a rich marine cultural tradition. The festival
contains completes ritual activities that have a long historical tradition and deep culture
connotations. The ritual not only invokes religious beliefs, but also includes many
traditional folk arts. From local records of the Qing dynasty, it is evident that the ritual
performed today has changed greatly from the past because of the loss of the traditional
skills required and the loss of the meaning of the original festival. In this study, the
exhibition methods of the burning boat festival are delineated. Present displays mostly
focus on actual objects in the Wang-yeh boats, but the entire ceremonial process also
needs to be considered and displayed. If this approach is taken, people will know better
about Wang-yeh culture. The dissertation analyzes the strategies used in Taiwan’s burning
boat exhibition today and proposes now and more integrated strategies for the future.

Keyword: folk belief, Wanye worship, burning boat festival, museum exhibition
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