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Tetsuro Komai and Redon’s Noirs

NAKATANI Nobuo

Japanese print artist Tetsuro Komai found inspiration in the darkness of Noir
drawings and lithographs by 19™-century French printmaker Odilon Redon. This paper,
however, does not intend to provide commentary on Komai’s work influenced by Redon.
Instead, it argues that Komai and Redon both depicted their own version of “darkness”
with black, by referring to Redon’s Nozrs. The ultimate goal is to reveal how the two print
artists who lived in different times were touched by a common genius, so to speak, and
essentially produced black artworks synchronically.
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