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Optimization of a Home-Built Desorption Electrospray Ionization
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High-performance liquid chromatography/mass spectrometry (LC/MS) is the most useful tool for qualita-
tive and quantitative chemical analysis in the life sciences. However, sample preparation and LC separation
demand an extraordinary amount of time and effort. Desorption electrospray ionization (DESI) and direct
analysis in real time (DART) techniques that obtain mass spectra of samples without difficulty have been
developed in recent years. We connected a home-built DESI ion source to an existing mass spectrometer and
examined its performance. In this paper, we report the application of DESI to thin-layer chromatography (TLC)/
DESI-MS in rapid analysis of medicines in serum and concentrated analysis with a solid-phase extraction disk.
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1. & B

WK v< ~ 757 4 ='BE5W# (liquid chromatog-
raphy/mass spectrometry; LC/MS) 33, 4, FER
{bis E DGR B T 2 ERE « EmaTrox & AR
Y= Thb. LC/MS TERfHsNh TSIV b
2 7L —A 4 [k (electrospray ionization; ESI)Y 2k
ST b4 A v {kiE (atmospheric pressure chemical
ionization; APCI)? (3504 rHiIT 30kl 2 188 24 75 is I i it &
BT, AIOBRE, RHRIRES & ORIREA NI TH
B e DICEEEICEES D h 5. Hlt, TN o ORI A fFR
TEHFHELELT, RAHEFCEMEICEROBEER <7 v
PEONEH LA A v(Lik, direct analysis in real
time (DART) ™ Pz L7 bo 27 v —A 4 1L
1% (desorption electrospray ionization; DESI)®~® A3Ba¥s
&N7z. DART 3, RN R EZHE S & TEES BT
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{bFEEAR s, TNEERA R & & SICREFRYIC
K& TA 4 v (bd 5 /57ETdH 5. DESIiE Cooks 51T
X 5T 2004 FicHI» THE S8, DESI IS, RXUET
IZBWTESI TAER L 27 v b v a4 30k o i
CRAT V=952 Eicky, bzt 4 v 1bd 575k
Ths. TROL, 27Tl T25ERL T,
7o b yBENc K 0EES TR A4 VLS 5. ESIDL S
ICERGR A AT AR S # 2 B0 T, o]
PR A Fe(RBRICHIR 2 C &M TE 5.

& 51T, DESI®ESI 27 L —8Bi37 v b YDz
D7 ek VFOEBLELTELZAZIENTEEZDT, £
BRSIHMEZ 5B, 7-EZI1F, Shiea @7V — 7 M
Fliczrv s b A7 L —KEBEL—¥ -1 + 1k
7% (electrospray-assisted laser desorption ionization;
ELDD?'9 &, @D ) v 7 AL — — i1 4
Vb (matrix-assisted laser desorption/ionization;
MALDI) & DESI #fs& LicA 4 bk Tdh 5. MALDI
Fickwid, HA A P iczEo hitaF0 ik
5DT, O FICRSE FTESI 2 7 L — iR A 17
BLTAA LT B2 LTI DEEDR EEXS bDTH
%. F£1z, VanBerkel 513, #fE~7 o< + 75 7 + — (thin-
layer chromatography; TLC) & BENFiEEHAGDLE
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72 TLC/DESI-MS #Bf% L, aspirin, acetaminophen %
caffeine @ #I%E %47\, TLC/DESI-MS &R % R L
72!V, DESI-MS @il OME 2175 C LASARET,
R OIREELAE, EEN Sy 7 REOS £ E 105
FricfHENTWB D™, E7z, HEMMICEEAM £ =Y

VI OIHANDORA bILEN TV S,

AHTIE, T DESIA A ViEARIEL T, BEOEE
rEEE & L2 otEREE TN, DESI O 4 & v {b%h
Fid, DHORPHEE 7 L — P OMEICL > TRELE
1t 3. 4, REoEIRRZIZIE—ETHS. HAE7L—
FNOMBEAEEA 2L X, WL EST 2 7L — S 2=
B, A7 VLRI EEEZN R DFHED ST & DESI Ofy
BEMARE L e DT, $i&05 DESI A # v iFA(ERId %
LxoBFicnnEEVwTehsb. 1, DESIOIGHEL
T, TLC/DESI-MS % H\ 7 i 75534, i o 2Ky
fi4y DRI 28 W F B kB X O 7« 2 7
AW ISR O RIS D LTS 4 5.

2. £ B4

2.1 H#

o—4 v 6G BRI T R, HA) o, 7V
FrFvvv] FRMRTB Y, N8 UERE, 7o
75 m—)VIERRIE, 4 375 3 VIERRE, 2L T F =,
* 4% / =) (high-performance liquid chromatography;
HPLC A, 7+ =1t )v (HPLC ), Mk GLaEkE

HV

e

syringe pump

0, BT F7v CARAGHAH), TLC 7L —+ (¥ ) A7
W T0F254 7 L — b)) 3FDEAEEE T CRKBk, HA 25,
perfluorooctane sulfonate (PFOS) A ) v &G 1d Y 2 v v
Yemuwkd Ve (HE, HA S, b MITEER
IREANA A GHE HA » 5 ALK poly-
tetrafluoroethylene (PTFE) 7L — b (EX: 1.0 mm) &
TRAT Y (K, HA) 25, EMHE T+ 227 (ENVIT™-
18DSK 47 mm) E¥ 7 <7 K ) v F Vv (HE, H
) D OIEA L 7o, BHK I3 ZRR K ELERE (RFD250NB,
ADVANTEC, H5, HA) THR L.

22 %8B

Fig. 1 13, #fEL 7z DESI A # v 5% PUEMmEES it
(TSQ 7000, ThermoFisher Scientific, # V) 7 x# V=7,
KED IHD 1) 72 DESI-MS oKX Th 5. 2 Y = vV
oy 1/16 =471+ —%fWVT, ESIZ7 L —H
D HEEAERM L 7o JEREXD. DESI DR 7' L —iEik I,
Z“EHEONM YY) A F v 5 ) — (N 50 um, 74 150
pm) HiEEN, SMllo ) A+ v ES ) — (HEE 250 pm,
MB350 um) ITId, * 7T A ¥ —EERH ZHHEN S, P
DY I)AFrEST) —HHEEAMOF +r ES Y —XD
0.5~1.0 mm FERUH TV 3.

RN EE S N B EHEEEE T L — b L o fERR
TN NEEEE di, do, A o TK T (Fig. 1). DESI i,
KLEFTT L2 box7 L — Lg% EAER o
BheofiZes €5 2 &TikklE 1 4 v{kd 3. £& 200 mm

N, §

silica capillary
(id=50, 0d=150 um)

l l —_—
| .
Swagelok 1/16 union tee

silica capillary
(id=250, 0d=350 um)

TSQ7000

sample plate

Fig. 1. Scheme of a DESI ion source and its parameters «, d;, and ds.
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DESI @A & ot~ D I

D1/16 2 F v LANA 7A@ELT, HRilLica 4 va2E
EOMEHTEA L.

YY)y YUOHIicT L7 bu XL —DkYDEEBEE
(high-voltage; HV) 2#HNL 7z. ESI 2 7L — DALE /¥ 5
A= —d,dya FUELBEOENSHELENTE
5. @B v — b b[ERRIC 1/16 EA YA 7T LT
2IRTCHITREEI TE B L HITH - TV 5.

2.3 TLC/DESI-MS

MR TH BN/, a7 T/ a—BLUA
375 3 v ENENOERIEOFE T VIRETER Z A
Lt Bz F /A% 7 — v/ FW/K (=40/20/6/3)
ZERAEE LT, YU AFSVTLC 7L — b TEORE
iR L. 20 TLCER 7 L — % TLC OF LM
SR 7 o v NETL/16 EBASA FITx L CEA SIS
8 mm/min DOHEE THENSH A5, SIM (selected ion
monitoring) €— F (m/z 281, 455, 260 € =% —) T
DESI-MS %47 - 7z.

2.4 MEPOEYKS DEESHT

kEd 3 M O EYE oy 05 ' OVIEIRIE & £ b I
WL o b o &IMiEak, Ee VEREEKICE» LI
D % fEHESUR & 5. RZHERUREHE PTFE 7L — b & TLC
7= b0 e L, Mgk TLC 7L — o ki
GG L & #7205 DESI-MS ORIEEIT - 72, [MiER
kg, 7 voxo A EoRilEi 279 TLC 7L — b
hiczoFFBM LAEERTIT- 2. £, [AEOERZNR
BWWEMTHE 7 LT F = ISR LTHIT- 1.

2.5 EREHET «+ X7 ERWZRES

BiEoREsHR T EETE Lo, TFULAEY
LLCHaEEYDe -5 v 6GEH W, A5/ =
AHOCERME T s 2203 v F 4 va =y I %5712
Db, KTHERLIco—53v6G 2R LT 1« 7 I3
¥ ZLTC =5 IvEGCHEELTVWEZDT 4
27 %3 BT L — 1 & LT, E#EDESIMS ORIEAETT -
fo. Ak, BRELFME TH 267 » #LEY PFOS
oW T b EZIT- 2.

3. HBRBIUEBR

3.1 DESIZ%ED&E1{L
DESI O¥EE /X5 4 — 5 — L LT, EHENZADFHE, (@
4227 L —ElEZOFE, 27 L —EEIcHing %

EEERENH B, N 51E DESI DA 4 vbEhEizii<
BEARRFT D, v—43 v 66 2HWTEORELE

Ko7z, 44 @, S — 2839 12 Fid
EHE LA O 1 [EIOREEE Lz, AERIE, &SEHIC
S X 4[\fTV, TONEEE L L /.. DESI 0%/ ¥ 5
A —%—(F Tablel IZ/RL7. YA A BNY =D/NF X —
¥ —a, di,d> (Fig. 1) IF, #E7v—rick->THRI 5.

(a) RTL—BEOTELERT ZADTEDTE

PTFE 7L — F2HWT, X7V —REE A 5/ —,
27 L —DEEER +4kV ICHEEL, EHRN 2 ORHEE
350~1,250 mL/min Q& T, R 7L —AEOFREE
0.5~5.0 uL/min OHFPHTEILES B TA & v iRE O L
ZRFT L7z, Fig.2a 13, EHROFEA 800 mL/min © &
X, ZRFVL—FBAY ) —VOFREA F VIREORG A
/~9. Fig.2b 13, 27 L =D 2.0 uL/min © & %, &
EHADFGRE A A iREDOBRE /RS, PTFE 7L —
DIGE1F, EXRHAZ2OWE 800 mL/min & X7 L — D
1# 2.0 uL/min DA EH A DESI 1 & YLD iwESE:
Th -7

(b) RTL—BELBEDTES

Fig.2c &, PTFE 7L — F Z2HWT, 27 L —iAIT £
g/ =EHG, A7L-EFtLo -5 6GDA AV
MEORRERNI-bDTH B, XL —FBEEANLE
T4 A VBEREOIIBESEVDIE, V=97 R
L — ORI X - T, EEMUNERSERT 205 TH
LEEZOND. TOHBE, 7vTF=vOEABRT
L—EBEAMMLEL Cbo—43 v 6G LEEIC, 7L
TF = VHEKD M+H]T ZRETEIENTELNPET
HBH. ATFL—FEENGKV DEE, o—%3 v 6GDA
I VERENR B RE D - 1, EERT Z0HIT 4kV
R L.

Fig.2d &, 27 L —FBEMN 4kV TOR 7 L —iFHD
R EF I bDTH B, TOFER, GHAR  k=1:1
DIREAR L 0 GHRIAED A ZHV2IE S A A v iREE A
W EDbhote, BB, TEM=F)IVDAEHW
EE, =431 6G DOHHREAE 50 fmol (0.05 M @
B A 1uL i T, S/N=3) THh5b.

() RTL—AED pH OHR

PTFE 7L — F2HWT, X7V —REE A ¥/ — I,
ARt VvE YD —-ETHE TR N2 FE v EHRHO

Table 1. Optimal Parameters in the DESI Operation

Parameter

Optimal setting

Sample plate PTFE
Electrospray voltage 4 KV

Electrospray solvent Acetonitrile
Electrospray flow rate 2 uL./min
Nebulizing gas flow rate 800 mL/min
Heated capillary temperature 250°C
Tip-to-sample distance (d; in Fig. 1) 1.5 mm
Capillary inlet-to-tip distance (d») 3.5 mm
Incident angle () 50°

TLC plate Solid phase extraction disk
4KV 4KV

Acetonitrile Methanol

10 #L./min 10 #LL/min

1,100 mL/min 1,250 mL/min

250°C 250°C

0.4 mm 1.2 mm

2.5 mm 5.5 mm

50° 46°
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Relative intensity
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Electrospray flow rate (uL/min)
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Fig. 2.
types of spray solvents.

T, pH O EFI~RI2. 2 ¥ /7 — DA TlE DESI-MS i
£-T, FRANZRTFOvDA L+ vERHT LI ENTER
Motz TOEARE, FXMRFovi@7To b yERE
MNEWwhs BB 22T, A5/ —Vic¥FEE
0.1~2.0% A#NINd 5 &, FMOBPEENEVEZET A PR T

BryO7a b YIS FOA A VBRI L . Lk
Ko, 7o b yEEOEWERNTE L TlE, ESI &[F
FRICTE 2RI 2 DD 5.

@ FHETL—romE

Wl 2o 27 L — F OMEDA A MR kIET
BAFNRI, 0—5 306G RIFFITA A Mbahpdn
DT, 14 MNMEIROZEENBRTE 81 -7, T T,
HEHC R RTF R THEITVFATF vy v IEHVWE 7
L — b BfERIATcd 5 PTFE, 45 X, polymethyl
methacrylate (PMMA), TLC, % L TEX(ZEMED 1) 2
2T VL AERWE,

PTFE, #'5 X, PMMA ®7 L — r 2V X, m/z
1,296 ic—ffio 7 a b Y5, m/z649 i< _flio 7 o
b A FEBRIEL, £OodhTPTFE ZH W0z & &2
b A A VERETH - 72, PTFE RBRKMEDTROVO T
TUEAT VYV IKERE Lyl N R LI EZD
EFEDH) 3mm? /N Th -7, TDIHic, PTFE ©
A & VERESR b RE - oL Bbh b, BRUZENED v
JavwIn—Et2FvL2ERHVEEER, R4~
AT 2 ENTER LS. FOHPIE, X7 —T
R L o B N N BRSSO 7 L — M IcHET 5
CETHHALT 2D THEEEZONS. LIch->T,
DESI-MS 12133 AD 7 L — b DBIRWT E3bh - 7.

TLC v —FZH Wi &%, PTFE ORBE&IETIET
vELX TV IO viEEIReEL, B ANRT v
BELNKEh-t, £ TR L —#i% PTFE @&

VI N—,

Relative intensity

Relative intensity

100 R

(b)

501

1100 1250

950
Nebulizing gas flow rate (mL/min)

500 650 800

(d)

W
S

MeOH AN H,0 H,0:MeOH H,0:AN

(1:1) (1:1)
Spray solvents

Ton intensities vs. (a) electrospray flow rate, (b) nebulizing gas flow rate, (¢) electrospray high voltage, and (d)

Z&Mcdh b 20uL/min » 5 10 uL/min IS & 3
&, A& VERENE L R K-/, T OB, TLC 7
L— M PTFE 7L — MiTHRTR 7 v =Tt 4 %
ANEEDVNE VDT, BIER 7L — b FIcEBLE LD
LEZ NG, F BN O RESEES PTFE 77 L —
DG EEL > T\, Cooks 571F, 7L — FOME
Lk & - € DESI Zi#E O im0,
ECEICRE(LAITOBENH 2 ERELTVE, L
L, &EfEHAL7EECBWTIE, DESI Of#tE1T5
WEF 8 - 72, Table 1 I L7calEl 7 L — + O
S A IR,

3.2 TLC/DESI-MS

3 O Y D EHESE (12 pmol) 24 8EL 72 TLC 7
L — T UV (ultraviolet) 5 v 74883 5 &, 4HEL /-
=ODRF Y FEAMHTAIENTELZDT, TOREY
r DR A DESI-MS I it L7z, Z0fEE, #hz
NOIEYILSAD 7 0 b v BLOF M) v AL 4 IS F
(M-+H]', [M+Nal") i cE7. 7, EYEZEZ 1
pmol X 5T &, UV 5 v BRI X3HETIEA I
SIVDOREy b LhHEETERh -/, 22T, TLCH
YFIDT L — b+ A& 8§ mm/min OEETHEID L, FEH»
SRl o v & ©SIME— F T DESI-MS ol E %
fT-7. Fig.3 D7 o< s 5 LD, 25— Mpb
DA &K L, TLC ORI Y 5. Fig. 3a~c
%, 7o= bE—JAETDOIRAZRRT FIVT, ZREN
DIV YD 7 v b AN FEBRIL TV b, T Ok
B, HHECREE TR WXy b OIYE (1 pmol) T
btoickitid st EnTExr0T, Bifis TLC ot
BELTHATEB D05,

3.3 MEFFDOEMKS DEESHT

Fig.4 (&, TLC & PTFE 7L — AW 7c & X D fEik
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8 100
z 2 o] (b)Time=6.4-7.4 min 455
z 7 g 80 . [M+H]
2 6 s verapamil
£ 60
s 5 2 50
o= 4 = 40
= | = 30
S g 2
& 2 ~ 10' |

) 0240 280 320 360 400 440 480

0T T T m/z

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 1

Time (min)
[M+H]*

100 100
> + >
£ 9] 281 [M+H] £ % 260 7087 mi
2 s (a) Time = 5.2-6.0 min 2 0 () Time =7.9-8.7 min
e e
£ 60 £ 60
@ 50 L 50
2 4 o ) Z 0 propranolol
= 30 imipramine = 30
S 20 S 20
= =7

0240 280 320 360 400 440 480

m/z

10 )
0240 280 320 360 400 440 480
m/z

Fig. 3. SIM chromatogram and mass spectra of the developed TLC plate.

281
(a) TLC H:0 im]\i/Prarpine
propranolol (MeH]
[l\élgrOH]* Verapami
[M+H]*
151 239 435
“J{ﬂ A o Lk .. T [ L
b) TLC serum 281
gl ®
=
)
N
=
o 156 239 260 455
>
o= 172
E " LIAh oW P | Li .JJJ \.A.l n L l
& | (o PTFE H.0 281
151 234
172 39 260
i 373 455
ku;].“.hk ol .Ll m Ll AN LL
m/z

Fig. 4. DESI-MS spectra of the sample mixture of propranolol, imipramine, and verapamil obtained using TLC plates (a)
in water and (b) in serum without preparation; and using a PTFE plate (c) in water.

B (1 mM) & TLC 7L — F 2V & 2o lMiga ko
DESI- v 227 bV Th 5. [MiEREHE, PTFE 7L —
b TR - BEE L PTFE ICE LW, DESICH
W BEREH 2T L0 MFESVESTRELT 5 72D 1 JIE SR
Th -1, EHERRICB W T PTFE 7L — & TLC 7
L— b DIE D INEIYIN Y DA A ViRE T E» - T &
o, MRl & AR A iR 9 5 &, A 4 VI O#E D
BbEoRoN b7 T8bE, TLC 7L — FEHL
BE, 5oy BRES EOFIERETH I MG O3

Y% DESI-MS THiHd 2 C &ATAHETH b, ST
5 [MIETR O OMHIRA &, 1 3775 3 VIR
SWCH) 5 pmol (10 uM DB % 0.5 uL # ~, S/N=3)
THotz, Fto, MiFFO7 L7F = (1 mM) IO\,
[Alkkic DESI-MS ZfT-7cf®, 7 v7F=vilko
IM-+H]" 24 3 2 E20[FETH - 72 (Fig. b).

3.4 EEHEET 4 2T &R CBEA

o — %3 Y 6G % ESI-MS % DESI-MS T34 3
DN TH - 72 EE (500 pM) ICHHEIL, T DIKAK
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etV Lu llhl Ll Li
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0 L.\ LU

M=C,H,N,0
173
271 284
239
L HLLMML.ULM.AL\LMJi Jﬂl LJI
200 250
m/z

Fig. 5. DESI-MS spectrum of creatinine in serum without preparation obtained using TLC plates.
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(a) rhodamine 6G
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[M-CI]*

100 200 300 400
100.
90
80
70

60

499

88
40 257
30

485
103 " l

Relative intensity

500
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500
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Fig. 6. Direct DESI-MS spectra of (a) rhodamine 6G, (b) PFOS trapped in a solid-phase extraction disk.

500 mL Z[fifE 8.5 cm? OEFEIMH 7+ 2 7 1@ L%
K Licob, oMM T « 2 7 % B DESI-MS
ZiT-1z. ZDOFEE, o—43 v 6G (29 pmol/cm?) 2
e 32 &MTE (Fig. 6a). S 5ITPFOS #1Y) v 4iE
ERRHAAIRET® - IR (1 nM) ICTHEE L, Z DIKIAEKR
500 mL ZHWTE A 4 » & — T DESIMS %17 - 7o fE
H, PFOS (568 pmol/cm?) 29 5 Z EMWAIRETH - /¢
(Fig. 6b). T @ & 5 75l « {88 73 j& 45 - 43 DESI-MS
ISHEATE B &b 1.

4. % i

PTFE 7L — b 2 \"C DESI A # LD R ERIE <5
A =5 — Db ETo. 7L —FOMEICL>TZD
RSP RE S ERisy, @Rk <cd b PTFE & TLC @
7L — b RWHRER R L, AlRloiE T, ik
% DESI ZEE O L DMLE L 187 - 12,

SHHOHY & & EEFE (& 1 pmol) ® TLC/
DESI-= 22T b5, TNENDA A vV 2[EET S
CEnTEL, BRTHET S EBRE NS L
C, DESI-MS & TLC OBXSRHETH 5  E03bh -
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fz. £12, TLC 7L — b &AW &=, [T OEYIS
AR UICE#E DESIMS TOMTd 52 2 &M TE, %
DOEEOMMBEAR 5 pmol TH -7, Thid, LC/
ESI-MS (2 & 2 #&HIPRF (100 fmol) ITHA~THY 50 f5K &
W, L L, TOHEEDT 5D LOETLES LC /i
B 2 ANELE LsWoT, BERMFOGEHETFEIC
05 5EAS, BRI T « 27 1& 100 mL/min D%
WHOTHET H B DT, Hus7s EHE & RHEY DR EMATRET
b5, [EREHE T « 27 OEEE DESI-MS 1, ERESH~
DICANIAFTE 5.
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