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Explaining the “Ainori” coalition :
Why does oversized cooperation occur?

Ryota NATORI

Abstract

In Japanese local elections, the conservative and progressive parties (or ruling and
opposite parties in national Diet) generally support the same candidate, namely the
“Ainori” coalition, for gubernatorial and mayoral elections. In this paper, I explain why
the formation of the "Ainori” coalition occurs during gubernatorial and mayoral
elections in Japan, using prefectural and municipal level data.

The Japanese local institution (*Chiho Jichi Ho”) provides strong incentives for local
parties to become the ruling party, since decision-making power centers on the
governor and mayor. Under this institutional situation, I assume that two factors
influence the formation of the “Ainori” coalition. The first factor is the degree of
electoral competition. The hypothesis is that the more intense the electoral competition,
the more the parties expect to form an “Ainori” coalition (competition model). The
second factor is the financial resources of the local government. The hypothesis is that
the larger the financial resource, the more the parties expect to form an “Ainori”
coalition (resource model). Based on statistical analyses, I find that the occurrence of
an “Ainori” coalition during the mayoral election matches both the competition model
a?d rtze(s)gblrce model. In addition, the resource model explains the gubernatorial election
after .

These findings suggest that the formation of an “Ainori” coalition is due not only to
the party’s strategy (seeking self-interest), but also to the political institutions of local
Japanese government.
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-2 BAE 251.965 251.904
Cox & Snell R 2 % 0.031 0.031
Nagelkerke R 2 % 0.059 0.059
N 359 359

DX BEME, AR+HEZOMEY L, BR+REOHFEYICBVWT—HLTRLNS
DIEBID. ThEFHLIERVRTERETHE. b, T TOXREMABEEKALL
G EIToH, BETREDP7OTEORHRIFELL.

&7
Mik+#% AR+RT
B Wald B Wald
ALIBE  -5.685 0.306 48.395 0.778
AR 5,319 *** 10.603 22.202 *** 8.955
FIRAESE  -1.657 1.226 3.628 1.796
nimidEEE 0,705 1.114 0.833 0.464
AT RIS D il 35 4 d 2.778 *** 52,185 0.571 0.982
EB -0.056 0.004 -2.248 2.600
-2 5K 290.335 87.048
Cox & Snell R 2 % 0.205 0.168
Nagelkerke R 2 % 0.332 0.229
N 395 76
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ROEMPBR+HZ, AHVHR+REOHHHERERLTVEH, RAEMEIIOWT
HENHEDOFMERLTVAEI LN THhDH, OMEL, HEVEREOEEL I LAKT,
BB BEHEOREZGFLIELS, WFNICHHETHMHNTHS. AR+ REOH
FDBEMEFIIOVTIE, HEHA) ORRIVRENTOTH S, 1L, migHedbil, HRE
BRET O EHEAMMORIIE, HEDERHEOFE - RELLICEREEZ RIS Do

#8
[IR+4S NER+RE
B Wald B Wald

ALIBUE  -0.865 0.006 -88.829 0.642

AR -4,239 ** 4.270 38.814 ** 4.973

VG ER -2.072 1.400 1.424 0.055

HfmERE  -1.324 * 2.820 2.289 1.338

EX 0.145 0.021 -1.525 0.271
-2 MBOALE 209.585 24.123
Cox & Snell R 2 % 0.028 0.334
Nagelkerke R 2 3% 0.057 0.471
N 330 29

2) HREXEOMT
MEEREOZR L MBOBLED S, TREEOSHBEREZE TV I L IILAV. RIIIH
RVBRMEDHELRBEBIIL T OKRTHS.

®9
EFN 1 EFIN2
B Wald B Wald
ALIHRE -2.687 ** 5.341 -2.713 ** 5.419
> N IE 1.326 *** 7.025 1.257 ** 5.969
[PV T =1.690 *** 42.797 -1.705 *** 43.084
BEA K VIR -1.660 0.342
nimERE  -0.190 2.457 -0.190 2.467
GIEEE VR B 2.006 ***  440.869 2.005 ***  440.329
EF -1.043 *** 42.063 -1.029 *** 39.930
-2 M BOLE 3.340.053 3,339.710
Cox & Snell R 2 % 0.145 0.145
Nagelkerke R 2 3 0.223 0.223
N 3748 3748

MEREOSHEREIRLY, BAMNEL ARGHERI, KEBY OHFMIIHEE RIZ
LTWBI WL 2 AOBRBENDNIVEHBERIIEHEEYVEHENFELT
WhHIZEHRINT,

LA L, F-RHE)BEHEORECHLTE, RAMINROSHRIINE, HREBEED
HBDOAYTFE- 7o (K10). BBOHMIINHEY THY, SUEM) (BREFEEIE)
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12E, MHEYBEHEVRELRLT VI ENW LN THS.
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COMRIE, HEEZBOSH LI

HWTh5.
#10
TNV EFIN2
B Wald B Wald
AOBEE  -0.627 0.228 -0.640 0.236
R AN 0.126 0.046 0.098 0.027
BRBEE  -1.520 *** 23.476 -1.519 *** 23.399
BAk HREH -0.772 0.051
Hif 1] R R 0.052 0.122 0.051 0.120
ER -1.185 *** 38.833 -1.182 *** 38.400
-2HBLE 2,297.036 2,296.985
Cox & Snell R 2 % 0.008 0.008
Nagelkerke R 2 % 0.015 0.015
N 2970 2970

BH, MEEEOSTERAE HR+HRLAR+REORBEITo 2 (%11, 12). &

MHERIE, WEDORICKERBOEAETWE, HIRYVBEHEOHAEOMT (F1l) 242 &,
HR+#HASTERAMMERL ARBHEF;IRIEY OREE 5 2, MR THLEEOBEREN
BV EHE Y BRHEVELINIBEATHL0IC0L, HR+RETEARBERZZAL
MEEZRLTVEDO0, BAMNE L EREOHEIZB R, Kb ICALBBINEVEE
RIZEBWISNDEZEIRENTVAS,

WM BRHEDOREERIIOVTH, MEREL LK RERLTVS (X12).
HR+#HETRRRERICBISHREBFEEIPR FHEILRFEED) 252 TWHDIIHL,
HR+RETEMEHRERBIIB T 2HERED, BRTHLIEILHFIIRELLTVENLD
FTHRELSZ T3,

#l11
[1R+3E8 FIRE+IE
B Wald B Wald
ACHEE  -0.914 0.258 -3.663 ** 5.113
W AR 1.273 * 3.415 -0.291 0.046
HRASE  -2.144 *** 40.056 -0.722 * 3.018
AimEEEE  -0.371 ** 6.003 0.337 2.407
HimTAE D REE A& 2.346 ***  322.688 1.591 ***  113.059
EB -0.809 *** 14.500 -1.595 *** 34.917
-2 N EARE 2,167.499 1,135.412
Cox & Snell R 2 % 0.163 0.116
Nagelkerke R 2 % 0.258 0.171
N 2634 1114
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%12
HR+#£ HER+RE
B Wald B Wald
AOBH  -0.210 0.012 -1.416 0.518
WA 0.938 1.483 -1.425 0.561
FIRTHSEH  -1.815 *** 23.124 -0.4%4 0.645
mislEEER -0.233 1.897 0.984 *** 8.249
ER -1.007 *** 18.445 -2.174 *** 29.182
-2 AP 1.707.235 573.877
Cox & Snell R 2 % 0.011 0.018
Nagelkerke R 2 % 0.021 0.031
N 2265 705
3) ¥&8

ARTIX, HEBOER (BAT) B0zl 5HEAMKE (HRESEEIEY) (12
O HEYVBEHESRELRTVEWIREEFVEZRLL.

IHERZENTIE, 7, TXRTOSGMIZBVT, EAMMEL AREBERORERE
AEIAELERER S b ol .

B, MEBHBICOVWTE, HBEEFAVIBEELE ) ZHFREAOA LD o/ B
BERDOBROB R, ZOMUDPPSVEHBERIEZEMEINFELL E VI RHLBORKRE
AL 22750, HR+REOHEY ZMBICLATH T, BBEEORE L OB TR E
N DFRATRENT.

B, TREZOM T, RREFVE)OERIREINL, LLELFRBECHEL
AT, BEARRREOMRIHL, SHERAMPRROBROAI R, Fio, HR+HE
SFLBR+REICHREZILHNETH &, MEELRAR MEOHMOREREAIREL S
Edbhol:, LT, TTREFETIE, SMEEELRLY, —BELTHGROBEBERE (BR
HEFECHELEEORBRE) A, HEYBREHRELGFL TV

DreIrose, REETVE, HEVBEHEEOARIIOVWTIE, MFELTIRIETSE
¥, TREBTRIBGESN. HEVOFHBECRET 2L, MFEETRIARBRROA
A, TREBTRGFHREOAMRKREOAGHREEG LT, MEEEICBITBERRRD
HRIZ, RIEEHDFEThHo7. MB - TRBEHELD, BR+HIJILAR+RETREME
BRLEDZZEDWONIIL o7 KREFNVEOMBETIE, MEERIIBITLIAR+HEER
& EBbHorvii—3, HE@E)oMRESZ T FFICHET L LIV E#VY, b5
BEOKIEICIEEILIEVZ LS.
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7. BRERE

REWIATAIANRGEEMRTREZOF 2 v 7BELZETSES [HED] HETH
50, TOREANZAMIBEALREINTI hd oz, AR TIX, HEOBGAKIE L #
MIEICRZ RS (HEBEKROEIR L SHREAMOIRK) A5, HFEH)ORELBET S LIUE
L., REMICEINTIHEETVE, BARTF—2HOTHRIELTEL. ZOHKE HiEE
BUIBUYAHEYIZOVTIREHEFTVICHoREREHBL L LB, MERETIHBERD
B (BA) #5, HEREECISHREAMKE (AREBESE) SHMUHREGFITVI LW
VECERMTIENTEL. T, AF - HRERAELT HR+H2OMEH L, B
R+RIOMFEY T, TOREMEIHEGHLILEBHLMIIL.

ChHEDT Enh, BREBIIBIAMEY X, BRICHEALERIGSZIONATVD EWV)
wHOBGEHIEZARE L, #B (X)) 2% AOHFERLALVERZERT LI HNE
BT E7-DD0)AIE#MOFERLLTELLEVIERIBONLVEILY.

HEBBIIOVWTRHEETFAUIBETELR» oL ERN, MBELHE, HR+HSLER+RE
ENRLLZERIIOWTIY, 3FXFLLAELZLNRE. LA L, THESHOWERET
HY, TITRHULERTHI L BTV, IREFVOBBALLEROBRINZELT,
COHEEPLMPIILTHELY

Riic, THHFHERR) CBI2AEEICL-TO [HEY] o0 TRR, Ko
DL, T3 (9] d, BITHECTEDLNLES, TTETHREOHEELZEAS
®HIEIAD. Z000, EE (BE) O5EEMLMT L LA, 52 HANTHO
VA7 HREWD, VAZNBIIELLOEZEZONS., LA > T, HENER~OFHEH
D —RiliFst vz L), ZORREEEEIIL-T, ZELVWIDTHAH . Thid,
M UHHED THo>THO~IER L IIEEIRLLNDT, —HMISHRIITLILIITEL Y,

TOERDBEEADOEE L [HREIEHD] LVIFHIRBMEND LS TEERT S
2] OFVTHor HHE (KE) &, HOPEUEEZERTLIFEEAL TV ERVOT
PUBRAER LI LTO2EREHMELIFTHI LA TE. LA LBOERLIRE, RFE
HAFRIIEUBOR D BHT A2 L) koo s, HEY IR, —AOBHE (ER)
o, LVELOHLOBIFRoLBREASIZML T E W) RFICERLA. ZH L
AR LT, 0EMIED S, MBERPHERELERT S, wbid (b Lawv (¥
FTAHDTHDHH)] ZLERZHIERRKBHIMBLCEL, TobbREORLENS, [
21 a5l OF0RL, [T5h, Livdh] OFOAEERLT2DTHS, #HRLLT,
BEOMEN L, b L] LWIBHMEIIHRT L2720, 20 b L] v
IEHEP M- EFEMT DR INL I EILES.

(54, Lawd] OREIELDZ 2, AHECL > THFEMANHII LD L6,
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ZIWCHEDPELLL LTH80~NFERDENEILEN, EZ LRREVZ LS. 2L,
Mz L] EERTLERIC, BRLGERPESZOR TV HETIIEREL ZFEE
LV, BB LCEH I, BEE BRVRRLLVOLTEZERT LN TES., LN
T, BRA [Law] bl iz, RESWLVDITHEH0, BRTHILHNED
ZFHCE&RV. TOHROBULETAOI0IE, BRIEEROMAEIIC L > TREEZFEMT
P, BREREGLHUNOFEIHRINTOLRY., FHEICL-T, EhFFLVKRREES
DIl BHRO [Lawv] L) BREET, EHENOHLF v AV EHIERLTHL D
ERLETHA).

HE
ABFFEIL FL7-185ERE WP KEAESMIT R LM I & o TITD MR O — K TH 5.

&
GHTHG T =7 OERIZH D, HPRR (WEKPRERR S EARTZR), Mg, #m
A HEVEH (FRTHRAREREWHHREE (C4) o EE. LLUgIoRezELV

Pz 3

(1) B (2002) 12, HIROITROBEENE LT, BMEORKOELZIEWT S, LoL, 0O
T EORBEUBREREL I B0, TREREL TV A, HIFEDATHRT, LML EHE %
VIZN—F A2 PLIDD, VU= X2 bHRIIH ) BEIHED LR, EHH0H
RMR DL T 5.

(2) 7-& 2 IX%A (1986), K& (1986). Wilid 2ifmE T Lo bnL LTH I (1995).

(3) #F (1995), 14—,

(4) Eif (2002), 2~—.

(5) WEMTITHIELEMBTOEBTHNNRIZLEDIE, ZOMMTRTORSETIZL. 2R
WCid, ATALESEE» S OELZMULEBE L THVL2HTH S, 19565 -1959F 12K S 7:
DL L, BTN - ERHREOH—DHEATO L OVENICHT I OEENE/I N TV 5.
F 21975 LLETOTH BB & BRI T — 5 2RS4 2 L BO THEETH 572, 1978114
MICERI NPT REROZ 3, MiroHELE L2821

(6) ZEMNMH T, HERMMPORKEZFRTERE LTHEORREEIZS T ZHEELZ VTV 5.
REEVPBEOTII L > TRAOKBEEA2000E 6 HThaH 6, 19964E10/] BHEOEKEE V-4
Wb CR O RBHEL SN RICT S 2 LILETTIE R,
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#1 HMERBIBIIHEVERHGESOEE
EE MEVEHELL HEVEEDD  BENR
1956  100.0 (4) 0.0 (0) 4
1957  100.0 (2) 0.0 (0 2
1958 66.7 (6) 33.3 (3 9
1959 83.9 (26) 16.1 (5) 31
1960 80.0 (4) 20.0 (1) 5
1961 50.0 (1) 50.0 (1) 2
1962 100.0 (9) 0.0 (0) 9
1963 84.4 (27) 15.6 (5) 32
1964 83.3 (5) 16.7 (1) 6
1965  100.0 (3) 0.0 (0) 3
1966 88.9 (8) 1.1 (1 9
1967 79.3 (23) 20.7 (6) 29
1968  100.0 (6) 0.0 (0 6
1969  100.0 (3) 0.0 (0) 3
1970 80.0 (8) 20.0 (2) 10
1971 85.7 (24) 14.3 (4) 28
1972 100.0 (7) 0.0 (0 7
1973 100.0 (5) 0.0 (0 5
1974  100.0 (10) 0.0 (0) 10
1975 9.2 (25) 3.8 (1) 26
1976 75.0 (6) 25.0 (2) 8
1977 100.0 (7) 0.0 (0) 7
1978  100.0 (12) 0.0 (0 12
1979 82.6 (19) 17.4 (4) 23
1980 66.7 (6) 33.3 (3 9
1981  100.0 (7) 0.0 (0 7
1982 9.0 (9 10.0 (1) 10
1983 68.2 (15) 31.8 (7 22
1984 50.0 (5) 50.0 (5) 10
1985  100.0 (7) 0.0 (0 7
1986 66.7 (6) 33.3 (3) 9
1987 77.3 (17) 22.7 (5) 22
1988 50.0 (5) 50.0 (5) 10
1989 87.5 (7 12.5 (1) 8
1990 62.5 (5) 37.5 (3 8
1991 73.9 (17) 26.1 (6) 23
1992 55.6 (5) 4.4 @) 9
1993 50.0 (5) 50.0 (5) 10
1994 66.7 (2) 33.3 (1) 3
2000 22.2 (2) 77.8 (7) 9
2001 60.0 (6) 40.0 (4) 10
2002 28.6 (2) 71.4 (5) 7
2003 81.8 (18) 18.2 (4) 22
2004 50.0 (5) 50.0 (5) 10
2005 77.8 (7 22.2 (2) 9
2006 77.8 () 22.2 (2) 9
it 78.4(415) 21.6(114) 529

20094 7 J
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£2 WHREBIBILMHE)EMEOHE

EEE HIRDEBMLL HMEOEEDD EEE

1975  95.0 (245) 5.0 (13) 258
1976 97.9 (94) 2.1 (2 96
1977 93.7 (118) 6.3 (8) 126
1978  93.7 (178) 6.3 (12) 190
1979  90.4 (225) 9.6 (24) 249
1980  87.5 (98) 12.5 (14) 112
1981  82.5 (113) 17.5 (24) 137
1982  88.0 (161) 12.0 (22) 183
1983  85.0 (204) 15.0 (36) 240
1984  81.5 (101) 18.5 (23) 124
1985  78.6 (103) 21.4 (28) 131
1986  84.7 (150) 15.3 (27) 177
1987  80.8 (193) 19.2 (46) 239
1988  72.3 (94) 27.7 (36) 130
1989  77.9 (109) 22.1 (31) 140
1990  77.8 (133) 22.2 (38) 171
1991  72.0 (167) 28.0 (65) 232
1992  60.0 (81) 40.0 (54) 135
1993  73.5 (111) 26.5 (40) 151
1994  76.3 (58) 23.7 (18) 76
2000 58.2 (39) 41.8 (28) 67
2001  65.3 (96) 34.7 (51) 147
2002 69.4 (127) 30.6 (56) 183
2003 77.3 (174) 22.7 (51) 225
2004  77.9 (14D 22.1 (40) 181
2005  84.1 (228) 15.9 (43) 2N
2006  86.6 (168) 13.4 (26) 194
2007 88.9 (24) 11.1 (3) 27

b 81.3(3733) 18.7(859) 4592
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£33 MBBBICBITHHE) BHEZORE
B MY BEMLL HRBMRE HMEN
1959  100.0 (1) 0.0 (0) 1
1960  75.0 (3) 25.0 (1) 4
1961 50.0 (1) 50.0 (1) 2
1962 100.0 (6) 0.0 (0) 6
1963  88.9 (24) 11.1 (3) 27
1964  100.0 (4) 0.0 (0) 4
1965 100.0 (3) 0.0 (0) 3
1966  88.9 (8) 1.1 (1) 9
1967 91.7 (22) 8.3 (2 24
1968  100.0 (5) 0.0 (0) 5
1969  100.0 (3) 0.0 (0) 3
1970  87.5 (7) 12.5 (1) 8
1971 91.3 (21) 8.7 (2) 23
1972 100.0 (6) 0.0 (0) 6
1973 100.0 (5) 0.0 (0) 5
1974 100.0 (8) 0.0 (0) 8
1975  100.0 (22) 0.0 (0) 22
1976  75.0 (6) 25.0 (2) 8
1977 100.0 () 0.0 (0) 7
1978  100.0 (12) 0.0 (0) 12
1979  86.4 (19) 13.6 (3) 22
1980  85.7 (6) 14.3 (1) 7
1981  100.0 (7) 0.0 (0) 7
1982 90.0 (9) 10.0 (1) 10
1983  83.3 (15) 16.7 (3) 18
1984  71.4 (5) 28.6 (2) 7
1985  100.0 (7) 0.0 (0) 7
198  75.0 (6) 25.0 (2) 8
1987  93.3 (14) 6.7 (1) 15
1988 100.0 (5) 0.0 (0) 5
1989  87.5 (7) 125 (1) 8
1990  80.0 (4) 20.0 (1) 5
1991 82.4 (14) 17.6 (3) 17
1992 80.0 (4) 20.0 (1) 5
1993 625 (5) 37.5 (3) 8
1994  100.0 (2) 0.0 (0) 2
2000 25.0 (1) 75.0 (3) 4
2001 75.0 (3) 25.0 (1) 4
2002 66.7 (2) 33.3 (1) 3
2003 85.7 (6) 14.3 (1) 7
2004 33.3 (1) 66.7 (2) 3
2005  80.0 (4) 20.0 (1) 5
2006 100.0 (3) 0.0 (0) 3
&3t 88.0 (323) 12.0 (44) 367

20094 7 1
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24 EERC B BHIEY BHEOH
WEIE NI D A LR D B e REEE
1975 100.0 (2) 0.0 (0) 2
1976  100.0  (3) 0.0 (0 3
1977 85.7 (6) 14.3 (1) 7
1978  83.3 (15) 16.7 (3 18
1979  93.6 (218) 6.4 (15) 233
1980  87.6 (92) 12.4 (13) 105
1981 88.0 (110) 12.0 (15) 125
1982 90.6 (155) 9.4 (16) 171
1983 91.2 (198) 8.8 (19 217
1984 88.7 (94) 11.3 (12) 106
1985  88.9 (96) 11.1 (12) 108
1986 91.1 (143) 8.9 (14) 157
1987  88.5 (177) 11.5 (23) 200
1988  78.8 (82) 21.2 (22) 104
1989  87.4 (97) 12.6 (14) 111
1990  88.1 (126) 11.9 (17 143
1991 81.5 (150) 18.5 (34) 134
1992 71.3 (67) 28.7 (27) 94
1993 80.9 (93) 19.1 (22) 115
1994  82.8 (53) 17.2 (11 64
2000  80.0 (28) 20.0 (M 35
2001  78.9 (56) 21.1 (15) 71
2002 79.3 (96) 20.7 (25) 121
2003  90.6 (125) 9.4 (13) 138
2004  83.1 (74) 16.9 (15) 39
2005  88.9 (120) 11.1 (15) 135
2006 88.9 (104) 11.1 (13) 117
it 86.8(2580) 13.2(393) 2973
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EXH

ALEFEM (1999) [AELEHEORK—MHEY LRFFREPOIC] THeBEEZE] 6 (4) 105~132.

AEEM - ARAE (1999) [80FELRIC BT 2T ROBE L EiktE ] [Hepeide] 7(3) 33~55.

KHER (1986) [THF] LBEFPESG—O—AN-FRT T 3 VO¥H—] KERB EER=0E [0
AOMHBAF] REKZHHE.

BEE—B (2002) [HEROMHFBEDT 4 FIXh— [HIF)] BEOuH/ Y — 2 LREER] [RAH
MBGA AR (70), 1~29.

YUK (2003) [ZIofUEM o Bk BE—BORR - %) - BOET Y M7y M DBHTTE] 94Q1D),
79~102.

AMEK (2004) [THRVARVOFBERGSHEE] FETHEE TRBHEICSIT58% - BRE - B8Ok
KA HEZ p.02] AR RS2 ERT R se & #27, 31-75.

RIS (1995) [ESBURNE L MBERE—EHNGHE» SRS A~ TERPEEHEHE] 108011 -
12), 1329~1390

M okah (1995) [Hi% ) MWEMBREEORKEN L ER—FBEILEF F455 0 1] MERTEMZE] Ga
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KN (1995) [y BUAR L BUE] [ESATERBIZE] GE%s 30), 1~13.
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