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Official campaign bulletins of the Japanese national election have been
posted on the websites by the Election Administration Commissions since
2012. The main purposes of this study are to investigate how many
electorates read official campaign bulletins online and to examine its
impact on voting, using the data from the 2016 Upper House election of
Japan.

The findings are: (1) the number of internet users who accessed the
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public campaign bulletin via the Internet is not small (49.2% of the
samples drawn from Internet users), (2) younger persons were more
likely to read official campaign bulletins online, (3) the person who read
official campaign bulletins both online and on paper, were more likely to
be encouraged to vote than those who read them either online or on
paper. The last result implies that a mere multiplication of the tools for
providing electoral information might not be useful for increasing turnout.
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