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Information Dissemination in Social Media:

Hubs and Demagogues

Yuki YASUDA

Abstract

This paper examines how dissemination by demagogues occurred and how hubs contributed to the rapid
and widespread information diffusion in social media, namely Twitter. Examining the 40,711 demagogue-
related tweets we crawled using TTC, just after the Great East Japan Earthquake, the hubs’ role in quick
information diffusion was confirmed. Furthermore, we found that powerful information diffusion was caused
by those we labeled “ignorant influencers” who have a large number of followers but display little
knowledge. At a micro level, ignorant influencers do little harm; yet, at a macro level, when they are
aggregated, they can cause serious information distortion in social media.
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