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R. H. Brunton and his Contribution to Japanese Modernization

Keizo HASHIMOTO

Abstract:

Richard H. Brunton (1841-1901), a Scotsman, was chosen to supervise the work to be undertaken by the
Japanese government. Under the Charter of Oath, not fewer than five thousand salaried expert foreigners,
the so-called Yatot, brought to Japan before the beginning of the twentieth century. He was the second of
the earliest such Yatoi's. As Basil Hall Chamberlain put it, “The foreign employé is the creator of New
Japan.” Although Brunton was employed as the expert in lighthouse engineering in 1868, he also worked in
various fields for Japanese modernization of social structure, including the harbors designs and the city
planning of Yokohama as well as the one of the Japanese earliest iron bridge (so-called Tetsunohashi, the
Yoshida-bashi). On top of them, he was the grand designer of Japanese introduction of the rail road which

was presented to the Meiji government. We must acknowledge his great contributions during his stay in
Japan before he left back to London finally in 1876.

Key Words: R. H. Brunton, H. S. Parkes, Yato?, Lighthouse, Modernization, Yokohama, Meiji Government,
Railway, Telegraph, Iron Bridge
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“It should be remembered that the Japanese themselves did not initiate the
transformation of their country. On the contrary, they resisted Occidental influences
with all the vigour at their command. It was only the sense of their utter helplessness
that impelled them to restrain from opposition to the demands of the civilised world,
being afterwards driven onwards by the resistless energy of His Majesty s minister. No
picture was presented of the Japanese pleading to the Western community of nations
for admittance within its portals or, when it was placed before them, of receiving it with

gratitude and welcome. =" (Brunton 1991, p. 158)
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