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The Tiirk Leaders and Li Shimin:

The Loose-rein Control of Tiirks during the Taizong Period of Tang

SAITO Shigeo

This paper investigates the process by which regional commanders were
selected during the early period of Tang Chinese “loose-rein” rule over Turkic
tribes following the defeat of the First Tirk Qaghanate Z2§k%5— W/ ¥FE in
630. On the basis of this investigation, it demonstrates that the even before Li
Shimin ascended the throne as Emperor Taizong K%%, the second Tang
emperor, these commanders had been selected from among the men who had
rallied to his support in his campaigns to pacify northern China (Shi Shanying
S Shi Danai %K%%), or from Turks who had become his allies or
formed other personal relationships with him (Ashina Shibobi F5EHRA8K:E:,
Ashina Zhong FT527RAE, Ashina Shimo F5EHAREE and Ashina Sunishi B 528
#5JE%). Only one among them, Kang Sumi HEREL%, remains a mystery due to
inadequate historical source materials.

This research has confirmed that the loose-rein policy of control of the
Turks throughout Taizong's reign was conducted principally by these
commanders selected at the beginning. But, since a number of these
individuals had been of low rank or status during the First Turk Qaghanate,
they were unable to gain the support of the Turkic people, and this system of
rule collapsed for a time. However, from the reign of Gaozong %%% onward, a
more realistic system of control was initiated, and the loose-reign policy

attained its most perfected state.






