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The relationship between men in Fukunaga Takehikos “Kusa no Hana’

—From “Chigo ai” to platonic fraternity —

Makoto FURUKAWA

Abstract

Fukunaga Takehiko's “Kusa no Hana” is a novel about the first high school students in the 1930s. This
paper focuses on the relationship between men, their understandings of such relations, and the value
systems behind their understandings in “Kusa no Hana.” Furthermore, it clarifies the significance of these
understandings and value systems in the transformation of the relationship between men in modern Japan.
Shiomi Shigeshi, the protagonist in “Kusa no Hana,” loves a younger student, Fujiki Shinobu. His is a self-
contained love, spiritually uniting and uplifting, aiming for the eternal world of “idea”. Some criticize his love
because of its corporal aspect (ie. physical desire) as well as its negative impact on the unity of a peer
group. On the other hand, most students acknowledge Shiomi’s love. One explains his homosexual love as a
step toward heterosexual love, while others recognize it as “Chigo ai” (a man's love for boy) in the tradition
of “Kou ha” in modern Japanese society. However, both understandings are different from Shiomi's idea of
platonic love. “Kusa no Hana” contains various points of view on the relationship between men, and it
shows the new model of this relationship. It is a compilation of the novels on male love in modern Japan.

Keywords: relationship between men, man's love for boys, culture of male love in “Kou ha”, platonic

fraternity, Fukunaga Takehiko, Kusa no Hana
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