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On the Transformation of Mahakara in Japan

QIE Dan

Daikokuten is commonly believed as a variation of Mahakara originated from India.
In Japan, it was integrated with Okuninushimikoto and became one of the Seven Lucky
Gods. Many researches have been conducted regarding such transformation. Among the
studies were Daikokuten no kenkyii by Miyazakiseturo and Daikokutenjinkd by
Nakagawazenko. Daikokutenshinké edited by Oozimakenhiko had listed quite sufficient
evidences. Among the large volume studies, Iyanaganobumi had traced the details of the
transformation of Daikokuten with the sophisticated research process in Daikokuten
hen-sho. In China, although Daikokuten is among the protector deities of the Tibetan
Buddhist monasteries, however it is quite rare to find the designated space of its rituals of
offerings. Moreover, it is not listed among the Twenty Heavens, the common deities of
Chinese Buddhist temples. Regarding this observation, we concur the research findings
from Daikokuten genryt by Sawadamizuho for further investigation. In this essay, the
primary discussion is regarding the transformation of Daikokuten faith in Japan,
comparing with its variations and transformations in the regions of China.
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