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The Dragon King Faith in Shandong: Focus of Ennin’s The Record
of a Pilgrimage to China in Search of the Law

ZHU Hongjun

During the Tang dynasty, Shandong was situated in a pivotal geolocation between
the region of Korean Peninsula, Balhae and Japan. According to Ennin’s The Record of a
Pilgrimage to China in Search of the Law, some of religious facility, such as Dragon
King’s Temple, the Dragon King’s palace, MingWang’s Temple, etc., were excited around
the coast of Shandong. Which meant that, the extension of Dragon King’s Faith around
the coast of Shandong has been recorded not later than the 9th century. On the other
hand, the worship of the gods of heaven and earth, such as Sumiyoshi no Okami,
Hachiman, Funadama, Dragon of the Sea, Five Dragon King, god of thunder, god of stone,
the gods of the mountains and islands in Dengzhou, etc., by the Japanese missions to
Tang China, was also noticed in Ennin’s book.

Keyword: Dragon King, Shandong, Ennin, The Record of a Pilgrimage to China in
Search of the Law
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