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Naito Konan and the Controversies over the Stele Study
and Rubbing Study in Modern Japan

SHI Yongfeng

In October 1908 (Meiji 41st), Nakamura Fusetsu published Ryuminjvo ([ & IR
M ]) with his own style, “the Calligraphy of Six Dynasties” (Rikucho Shofu, 7~ 5 & &) .
After two months, Ryuminjyo was criticized by some traditional scholars, such as Inukai
Bokudo. The criticism became a special topic in the modern calligraphy theory, which
referred to the contradictions between new stele study (f#2%) and old rubbing study (i
#£). Some scholars and calligraphers, such as Inukai Bokudo, Naitd Konan and Kawai
Senro, discussed the pros and cons with Nakamura’s unconventional calligraphy and his
calligraphy theory consequently. In particular, Naitd Konan discussed with Nakamura
Fusetsu through the art magazines and newspapers, which continued for several years
and influenced the calligraphic societies thereafter. In terms of Naitd Konan and the
controversies over the stele study and rubbing study, this report goes through the
perspective of cultural interaction, which based on the previous researches, focuses the
disputation between Naitd Konan and Nakamura Fusetsu, by which using the new
materials, and elucidates the standpoint of Naitd Konan and Nakamura Fusetsu. In
addition, this report illuminates the difference of the Calligraphy of Six Dynasties
between Nakamura Fusetsu and Naitd Konan, and how Naitdo Konan judged Kusakabe
Meikaku’s theory on the Calligraphy of Six Dynasties.

Keywords: Naitdo Konan, Calligraphy theory, Stele Study, Rubbing Study, Nakamura
Fusetsu
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