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The “filial piety” thought of Vietnamese people seeing from the
“Simplification of Southwest Twenty-eight Filial Exemplars”

SATO Thuy Uyen

“Simplification of Southwest Twenty-eight Filial Exemplars” was edited by
Hoang Cao Khai and Truong Cam Luu, written about story of 28 Filial Exemplars of
Vietnamese and Western people by Nom script under a form of prose and poetry called
“seven-seven-six-eight”. So, we can see “filial piety” thought of Viethamese through it.
“Simplification of Southwest Twenty-eight Filial Exemplars” has been mixed quoc ngu
characters together with Nom script. That is the one of the characteristics of the
literature of the early 20th century in Vietnam. Through the overall content of 28 stories,
we can classify “filial piety” to 10 kinds. And then, “filial piety” thought of Vietnam will be
described to 7 kinds such as “filial piety” is closely tied to the “Loyalty”, “Rite”, “Virtue”,
“Ancestor worship”, “maintaining traditional family education”, “an adoptive parent” and
it is the essential basic of human morality... etc. Although for this document, we can see
that Vietnam society had an approaching the interchange of Western culture, tends to be
global society and changed on idea, thought, the spirit not emphasis on Chinese culture
such as self-centeredness one as before. The spirit of “filial piety” of Vietnam had been
converted from the home culture, basic morals into social morality. Due to it, a lot of
afaithful retainers for the country and a filial children for the family were born. So, this
document was a constant value not only in feudal society but also in modern society.
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