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Interpreting Inscriptions: the Goguryeo-period Copper Bell
from the Taewang Imperial Tomb

SHINOHARA Hirokata

While only twelve characters were engraved on the surface of a small copper bell
from the Goguryeo period that was discovered in the Taewang imperial tomb in Jian City,
the inclusion of three characters, #f T, hotaewang, make this bell a document of great
historical importance. There are various suggestions for one of the characters in this
inscription. This author argues that one of the characters is #{ from its similarity with
the £ han wooden strips script style.
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