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People intending to undergo
cosmetic surgery or cosmetic medical care

Naho TANIMOTO

Abstract

This paper analyses people intending to undergo cosmetic surgery or cosmetic medical care in
contemporary Japan. It aim to explore (1) their attributes, and (2) their body consciousness.

The study found that the most popular motivation for cosmetic surgery was “self-satisfaction”. —
Following this, the study investigated (3) whether cosmetic practices can be regarded as subjective
experiences, which promote the re-definition of identities.

The results of this later survey (involving 800 informants) as follows.

First, more women want to have cosmetic interventions than men. Other attributes, including age,
academic background, income, and marital-status, did not show any significant influence on motivations.

Second, some people want to have cosmetic interventions because of a sense of self-satisfaction,
however, they tend to want positive evaluations from “others” too.

Third, “awareness of aging” and “lack of a conviction to maintain common sense in relation to one’s
body” are more likely to inderpin a desire to undergo cosmetic intervention than “the intention to reform
self-identity.”

Therefore, cosmetic interventions should be understood in terms of “the self,” positive evaluations
by “the other,” and “self-comfort.” Although cosmetic practices are social practices, they are not

significantly influenced by “the social.”

Key words: cosmetic interventions, the self/the other/the social
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5 [ZUVAL & [FEBZZT 2N & [ZTTuiRwAl oS RE

FIPELZ RN S 7z FEEICEHE S o | B OHE K 25720
2T 7z 38.7% 32.3% 61.3%
ZF e 16.3% 16.0% 38.9%
=T 72 (&) 42.9% 32.1% 64.3%
ST e (k) 21.0% 12.1% 50.0%

EZBAIN=800, T EAYMED A N =400

WAL 7L oKL, BBL TS EEZLNDN.

DLET, 20720 & [T 2] OIiE, Y 2 S5 0EH7H % LHEN T
5. XoT [ZUF7ZWAL ZHOIHAT LTS, [FEBIZZUT 72N ORI, R ) ORES T
BB EDMRLIES .
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[ERERE ZEEHFEREE LTARV] L) EREBEd 2 BEREEL L, ERERE
HENE)PERBERET A0 I AT 4 v 7RG 2T 72, i se LT, TR,
FAEAR, THERFAEIL], [Hefestle ], TIERS - RIE] 27z, £612H D X ) IH BRI
7zoiE TR (1%K#E) THY, KT [HEI] Thorz (5%KHE).
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ELWISME T

22N, L LZNUANOERRLFEE, M - RIETIE, EENOBLEEEZ 52 Twin
LEZHN5. TiE, TOMIWV o7y, EREERERD 2 E#EBET 2 LRI D725
. FNERL72DIC, MUSHE SRS B E#k] 27 ERE LTio 72 ZHiciE
F Ol & RO AR A OB RS 28, [HSONRLIZATOFE R L)L
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F6 ERBN  EREHAGEELENE (&)
B ke Wald H I EE EEp= i S Exp (B)
L] —-1.346 .249 29.133 1 .000 .260
KIS 132 .107 1.523 1 217 1.142
KOs .095 .249 .146 1 .703 1.100
E R -.152 .074 4.172 1 .041 .859
¥ .085 .086 .962 1 .327 1.088
EOB| —734.248 598.161 1.507 1 .220 .000
N=800, Cox—Snell R2 & :051, Nagelkerke R2 3 :095 —2 SIFALEE :576.303
KT EHEW  ZHEEEGLEONRICHET 2 EHER (&6
B FEHERESE | Wald HHEE | 4 =0 | Exp (B)
FAER X VAE ISR A B XA TwWA | —0.046 | 0.189 | 0.058 1 0.81 0.955
FEMIBICRZ B & 52T Tn3 0.046 | 0.154 | 0.091 1 0.763 1.047
FEREIDELAZD I LAT TS | —0.471 | 0.173 7.436 1 0.006 | 0.624
NADEEE LTS -0.407 | 0.17 5.735 1 0.017 | 0.666
EMASBIN L Ebhizw 0.274 | 0.216 1.605 1 0.205 1.315
[FPEAD B E Bbh /o —0.748 | 0.257 | 8.459 1 0.004 | 0.473
i[go;ﬂmiﬁé}@ﬂg&iwztfﬂw —-0.264 | 0.191 1.911 1 0.167 | 0.768
A L CTHBDO AOBR AR <& | -0.173 | 0.168 1.058 1 0.304 | 0.841
HOOHKRIATO LD TH S 0.228 | 0.204 1.248 1 0.264 1.256
HIKICHT 2 E0WBRIEITFLRETHS | 0.65 | 0.177 | 13.523 1 0 1.915
N=800, Cox—Snell R2 t :.076, Nagelkerke R2 3¢ :.141, — 2 SIFCEE : 555.145
£8 EHEW EEEBEMGEZONRICHET2E5ER (KHEoR)
B PEHERESE | Wald HHEE | 4 %6 | Exp (B)
FLER L VAR ICHZ 5 X 90255 Twd | 0.039 | 0.235 0.028 1 0.866 1.04
SEHIBICRZ D X5 LA T3 0.063 | 0.183 0.117 1 0.732 1.065
FERE D ELSRZD L) OLAT TS | —0.457 | 0.22 4.316 1 0.038 | 0.633
NADELEE LTS -0.744 | 0.232 | 10.29 1 0.001 0.475
BYER S BN L Ebhzw -0.305 | 0.257 1.404 1 0.236 | 0.737
[FAPED BT & b /o -0.281 | 0.314 0.801 1 0.371 0.755
ig?ﬂmi%\m}g&m“[’TE“ ~0.223| 0.236 | 0.888 | 1 | 0.346 | 0.8
IS LT ADOER M RE | -0.049 | 0.191 0.066 1 0.798 | 0.952
HOOHKIATOLDTH S 0.197 | 0.251 0.619 1 0.431 1.218
HIKICHT 2 E0WBIITANETHS | 0.616 | 0.221 7.806 1 0.005 1.852

N=400, Cox—Snell R2 ¢ :.113, Nagelkerke R2 3 :.179,

-2 XBOUEE - 352.233
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